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Ethiopia 


Rebels Reveal Mitsiwa Port Ready for Relief 


EA 1604130590 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] The Eritrean People’s Liberation Front [EPLF] 
yesterday revealed to the concerned governments’ sec- 
tions and organs and humanitarian organizations that it 
has prepared Mitsiwa Port with adequate services. 


The maintenance and repair work has been going on day 
and night since the liberation of Mitsiwa despite persisient 
and destructive air raids by the Ethiopian Air Force. EPLF 
(construction) sections and experts and skilled workers at 
the port have participated in this successful task. 


Mitsiwa was liberated by the EPLF in February. Since 
then the EPLF has been expressing support for relief aid 
to be transported to the drought victims in Eritrea and 
northern Ethiopia through the port and the routes which 
branch off from it. 


EPLF Warns of Plans for Israeli Red Sea Base 


EA 1604 124490 (Clandestine) Voice of the Broad Masses 
of Eritrea in Tigrinya 0400 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Eritrean People’s Liberation Front (EPLF) Statement] 


[Text] The experience of the last 29 years testifies that 
the colonial governments of Ethiopia have left no stone 
unturned to invite various foreign forces to intervene 
with the aim of winning the unjust war they have been 
waging on Eritrea. 


At a time when the Dergue government's days are 
numbered, it is clear that it has invited Israel to inter- 
vene directly in the Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict. One of 
its aims in ensuring Israeli direct intervention in the war 
is to encourage Israel to establish a base on the Dahlak 


EAST AFRICA 1 


Islands. Particularly after the liberation of Mitsiwa, the 
Dergue government has been working hard to expedite 
this process, since it believes that Israeli presence on the 
Dahlak Islands would be of benefit. 


The EPLF has been closely following these developments 
and has been appealing to various forces to make efforts 
to curb this situation. 


An Israeli presence on the Dahlak Islands, as well as 
escalating the Eritrean-Ethiopian conflict, would create 
further destabilization in our region. The EPLF, there- 
fore, calls on the international community to take all 
possible steps before such an unnecessary situation is 
brought about. The EPLF would like to make it known 
that it will not be responsible for the consequences that 
follow. Victory to the masses! 


The Eritrean People’s Liberation Front, 14 April, 1990. 
Tanzania 


President Mwinyi To Leave on Scandanavian Tour 


EA1604142690 Dar es Salaam Domestic Service 
in Swahili 0400 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] Dar es Salaam—President Mwinyi is leaving 
today for an | |-day visit to the Nordic countries. A State 
House spokesman said that Comrade Mwinyi’s visit will 
cover Finland, Norway, Sweden, and Denmark. 


President Mwinyi is being accompanied on this visit by 
the foreign minister, Comrade Benjamin Mkapa, min- 
ister of state in the office of the Zanzibar chief minister, 
Comrade Ali Shoka, and the Musoma Urban MP, Com- 
rade Abel Mwanga. 


According to the spokesman, President Mwinyi’s visit 
comes in response to an invitation extended to him by 
the leaders of those four countries. The president is 
expected back home on 28 Anril. 
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Reportage on Nelson Mandela UK Rock Concert Visit 


To Meet UK’s Thatcher ‘Next Month’ 


MB1604 165690 Johannesburg Television Service 
in English 1545 GMT !16 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] A meeting between the British prime minister, 
Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, and ANC [African Nationa: 
Congress] Deputy President Mr. Nelson Mandela could 
take place in May. 


Mr. Mandela, who is in the British capital to attend a 
rock concert in his honor, refused to comment on the 
exact timing of his meciing but said it would take place, 
as he put it, sometime next month. [passage omitted] 


Thanks Concert Performers 


MB1604203490 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1948 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] London April 16 SAPA—The messages musicians 
sent out in support of freedom and ihe anti-apartheid 
cause were in many respects even more important than 
those sent out by politicians, ANC [African National 
Congress] Deputy President Nelson Mandela said on 
Monday [16 April] night when he went backstage to 
thank stars performing at his international tribute in the 
Wembley Stadium. 


Using a megaphone to address the assembled stars in a 
tent backstage while the concert continued, he said 
“through music you reach people of different political 
affiliations, workers, doctors, lawyers, and all sections of 
the population”. 


The fact that 70,000 people had come to the concert to 
hear them was testimony of the importance of their 
message and their contribution to the continuing struggle 
for freedom for the people of South Africa. 


Saying he wished he could “shake the hand and kiss 
every one of you”, Mr Mandela said he and fellow 
political prisoners had tried to follow the developments 
in progressive music from behind bars. 


The musicians’ contribution to the cause had been an 
inspiration to himself and his fellow prisoners, and he 
was happy to be able to thank the performers at last “face 
to face”’. 


To Visit OAU Headquarters 


MB1704064690 Johannesburg Domestic Service 
in English 0500 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] The deputy president of the ANC [African 
National Congress], Mr. Nelson Mandela, has left 
London, where he renewed 2 call for the maintenance of 
sanctions against South Africa. 


Mr. Mandela was speaking at a pop concert in his honor, 
attended by about 70,000 people and watched by a 
television audience worldwide of about une billion. 
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Mr. Mandela said that any proposal to relax the campaign 
to isolate apartheid should be rejected. In a reference to the 
British prime minister, Mrs. Margaret Thatcher, who has 
lifted certain sanctions against South Africa, Mr. Mandela 
said only those who supported apartheid could suggest that 
the South African Government be rewarded for the minor 
steps it had taken thus far. 


Mr. Mandela will visit the headquarters of the Organi- 
zation of African Unity, in Addis Ababa, before 
returning to South Africa. 


London Embassy Official Comments 


MB1604 164890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1603 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] London April 16 SAPA—The fact that Nelson 
Mandela would speak at the London pop concert in his 
honour on Monday [16 April] night was symbolic of the 
new South Africa, a senior spokesman for the Republic's 
embassy in London said. 


Interviewed on BBC's Radio Four, Mr Justus de Goede, 
minister at the South African Embassy, said one of the 
ironies of the concert was that whatever was said, by Mr 
Mandela for instance, could now also be said in Johan- 
nesburg. 


“The fact is that he is here and we (the South African 
Government) have moved on very considerably from say 
two years ago,”’ he said, referring indirectly to the 1988 
Mandela 70th birthday concert held at the same venue. 


Mr de Goede said what Mr Mandela would say at the 
concert was “of course, very much his business”. 


The embassy’s concern, based on the experience of the 
1988 concert, which had turned into an “anti-South 
African Government bonanza” broadcast by the BBC, 
was that the atmosphere surrounding Monday's concert, 
which the BBC would also broadcast live, “will (in) any 
way be unbiased”. 


“It will inevitably contribute to exactly the sort of image 
of the South African Government which is now 
described as old-fashioned...this is the problem. 


“Going by the previous performance two years ago, we 
can expect a great deal of anti-South African Govern- 
ment rhetoric during this concert.” 


South Africa’s ambassador to Britain, Rae Killen, wrote 
to the BBC's chairman, Marmaduke Hussey, at the 
beginning of the Easter weekend, expressing grave con- 
cerns at the danger of biased coverage of the concert. 


The BBC has responded to this and similar representations 
from right-wing pressure groups in Britain by indicating its 
coverage of the concert will be based on the attitude it is a 
pop concert and not a news event, besides which sensible 
discretion will be used during the broadcast. 
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Police Detain Two Media Workers Under Security Act 
MB1704082990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0821 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg, April 17, SAPA—Tv.) more mem- 
bers of the Media Workers Association of [South Africa] 
SA {MWASA]—General Secretary Sithemosela Khala 
and shop steward Fani Hlongwane—have been report- 
edly detained under the provisions of the Internal Secu- 
rity Act. 


A MWASA official and the SOWETAN newspaper's 
sports editor, Horatio Motjuwadi, was also reportedly 
detained under section 29 of The Internal Security Act 
on April 12. 


A MWASA spokesman said police had confirmed Mr. 
Khala’s detention under section 29. He was not sure of 
the details of Mr. Hlongwane’s detention. 


Police have not yet responded to SAPA’s enquiries about 
the detentions. 


Mr. Khala was involved in the Pan-Africanist Congress 
[PAC] Bethal treason trial with PAC leader Zeph Moth- 
openg and served seven years on Robben Island. He was 
released in 1986. 


Mr. Hlongwane is a shop steward working at Craft Press 
in Pretoria. 


Environmental Group Pickets U.S. Company on Waste 


MB1704102190 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1008 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] Johannesburg, April 17, SAPA—Earthlife 
Africa—an environmental protection group—picketed 
outside the head office of the American company Cyan- 
ainid in Isando, Johannesburg, on Tuesday morning to 
protest against the company’s reported plan to import 
toxic waste to South Africa. 


Ten picketers held posters and a huge banner, while others 
wore gas masks and four people lay on the ground in a 
death pose at the entrance of the company’s premises. 


Posters said: “Cyanamid: Who Gave You The Mandate 
To Import Waste,” “Stop Toxic Waste Imports” and 
“Cyanamid: Stop International Traffic In Toxic Waste.” 
Two red-painted Barrels were decorated with skull- 
and-X-bone drawings and the words “Toxic.” 


Motorists slowed down to look at the pickets, but 
employees at Cyanamid showed no emotion as they 
drove in to work. ater, three employees approached the 
picketers, expressing their own concern about their com- 
pany’s plans and promised they would draw up an 
in-house petition against the proposed project. 
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In a statement, Earthlife Africa said it condemned the 
importation of toxic waste and believed the proposed 
reported importation of | 3,000kg of toxic mercury waste 
could only worsen the already serious environmental 
problems in Natal. 


Earthlife Africa said it believed the South African Gov- 
ernment would not consider the application by Cyan- 
amid to import toxic waste “if it had the interest of the 
South African people at heart.” 


"We call on American Cyanamid to heed the call for a 
fotal ban on the cross border transport of all types of 
toxic waste. We also hope that the U.S. State Depart- 
ment will not consider applying to the South African 
Government to import waste,” the statement said. 


A spokesman for the Department of Environmental 
Affairs said at the weekend no applications to the import 
of toxic waste would be considered “at this stage.” 


Official Reacts to Waste Reports 


MB1704115990 Umtata Capiial Radio in English 
0900 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] The South African Government has not yet received 
any application from a U.S. (?comypany) concerning its 
plans to export toxic mercury waste {o South Africa. 


(Koos Stander) is in charge of environmental pollution 
in the Department of Environmental Affairs. He says 
South Africa will not become a dumping ground for 
foreign waste: 


[Begin (Stander) recording] At the moment, we do not 
consider any application at all. The specific application 
that you referred to, we have not had any application yet, 
we have only heard that an application of that nature 
might be directed to the department. But we will not 
consider it at this stage at all. 


So, the policy at the moment is that the Republic of South 
Africa will not accept waste for disposal and dumping in 
the Republic of South Africa. [end recording] 


The Council for Scientific and Industrial research is 
currently investigating all aspects of waste disposal in 
South Africa in order to propose a new policy. 


Socialist Groups Form New Political Party 


MB1704112990 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1113 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] Cape Town April 17 SAPA—The inaugural meeting 
of a newly-formed political party which aims to further the 
interests of the working class, in particular the black 
working class, was held in Cape Town at the weekend. 


The formation of the Workers Organization for Socialist 
Action was the culmination of a long process of coming 
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together by socialist groupings across the country, a 
spokesman for the organisation, Mr Victor Steyn, said 
on Tuesday. 


The group is to hold a press conference on Wednesday 
[18 April] morning (9:45am) at the Silvertree Educare 
Centre, 25 Church Street, Woodstock at which members 
of the executive will release further details to the press 


17 Apr Press Review on Current Problems, Issues 
MB1704115690 


(Editorial Report] 
THE CITIZEN 


ANC ‘Intimidation’—“By intimidation and violence, the 
ANC [African National Congress] and its allies have been 
letting the homeland leaders and Black urban councillors 
know that they had better throw in their lot ‘with the 
masses’ nov’, or suffer the consequences later when the 
ANC comes to power (if it does), remarks the page 6 
editorial in Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 10 
April. The government is urged to “challenge the false 
impression that the talks will be between the ANC and the 
government and nobody else. There should also be a very 
strong indication to the Black local authorities and to 
others running scared that there is no question of a tame 
hand-over of the country io the ANC and that the govern- 
ment is still able to protect them against ANC violence and 
intimidation, and to achieve a solution that will be accept- 
able to reasonable men of all races.” 


State Must ‘Toughen Up’ Negotiation Position— 
Johannesburg THE CITIZEN in English on 12 April in its 
page 6 editorial says the ANC’s claim there musi be a 
“mutual ceasefire’ by the ANC and the government, 
“which it accuses of State violence,” does “not hold 
water.” “The ANC is not an army fighting against a 
government, but an organisation which has engagec in 
terrorism. It has to stop its violence, which is criminal as 
well as political, but it cannot expect the government to 
give up its duty to maintain law and order.” THE CIT- 
IZEN believes the ANC does not want to end the armed 
Struggle because “it suits its purpose to tighten its grip on 
the townships,” and because “the young ‘Comrades,’ who 
are causing murder and mayhem of their own, cannot be 
controlled by Old Guard leaders like Mr. Mandela; their 
hero is Chris Hani, the chief of staff of Umkhonto we 
Sizwe [Spear of the Nation], the ANC’s military wing.” 
The government should “toughen up its negotiating posi- 
tion by putting forward its own preconditions for negoti- 
ation—and the main precondition should be a cessation of 
the ‘armed struggle’ by the ANC.” 
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THE STAR 


Call for Sebokeng Shootings Inquiry—Johannesburg 
THE STAR in English on 17 April in a page | 2 editorial 
says President de Klerk “is almost certain to appoint a 
judicial inquiry” into the Sebokeng shootings. “Without 
denigrating judicial inquiries of the past, it is clear that 
this time there is a need for a person who can understand 
black sensitivities which, in our divided society, whites 
have often missed.” 


BUSINESS DAY 


Papers ‘Smearing’ Mandela—Johannesburg BUSINESS 
DAY in English on 17 April in a page 8 editorial refers to 
the “Nationalist mouthpieces” who attempted to “tar” 
Nelson Mandela with the torturing of ANC dissidents in 
the camps in Angola and elsewhere, saying: “In smearing 
Mandela, the Nationalist Press not only runs the risk of 
discrediting a black leader who is more likely to be part 
of the South African solution than of the South African 
problem; it also invited reciprocal attacks on all mem- 
bers of the Botha Cabinet, including President F.W. de 
Klerk, who bore collective responsibility for the already 
admitted attempts of the CCB [Civil Cooperation 
Bureau] to commit political murder. A game of moral tit 
for tat in South Africa will not leave many leaders 
untainted; the past does not bear too close an inspec- 
tion.” Neither De Klerk, nor Mandela “needs to be 
deified” but neither should be “tarred with blame for 
sins he did not commit.” 


SOWETAN 


Cail for Peace Among Organizations—Johanneshburg 
SOWETAN in English on 17 April in a page 8 editorial 
hopes Mandela's call made at the South African Youth 
Congress congress that poiitical violence betweeri the 
various groups should stop will be “taken seriously.” 
However, SOWETAN believes “much more is needed 
and other organisations must be brought in.” “When 
Organisations fighting for a democratic South Africa fail 
to recognise the democratic right of their rivals to exist, 
we wonder if they do not merely want a change in the 
jockey, but that the horse remain the same.” SOWETAN 
seeks “peace between political organisations.” 


CAPE TIMES 


CP Indoctrination of Schoolchildren—*U sing schoolchil- 
dren to promote a party political campagn 1s totally 
unacceptable, but the Nationalist government should not 
be too righteous in its condemnation oi .ve Conservative 
Party [CP] for resorting to pupil power,” declares a page 
6 editorial in Cape Town CAPE TIMES in Eniglish on 10 
April. “For how many years have children, in Transvaal 
rural schools particularly, not been indoctrinated in 
Nationalist ideology?” “Impregnating racist poison into 
young impressionable minds is bad enough within the 
family context, but the use of schools for this purpose 
cannot be tolerated.” 
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Angola 


Official: Date for Talks ‘Not Yet’ Fixed 


AB1604 135490 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] Direct talks between the UNITA [National Union 
for the Total Independence of Angola] of Jonas Savimbi 
and the Luanda Government of Jose Eduardo dos Santos 
were to have begun today in Lisbon, Portugal. Today's 
date, 16 April, had been announced as the date for the 
talks to begin by an Angolan Government source last 
Thursday [12 April] in Luanda. 


Another Angolan Government source, this time in Lis- 
bon. Portugal, today emphasized that the date and place 
of negotiations between Luanda and UNITA have not 
yet been fixed. Very clearly, according to the same 
source, and I quote: For the time being, only one thing is 
official: that the negotiations will take place, and that ihe 
first phase will be secret. 


We are now awaiting reaction on this issue from Jonas 
Savimbi's UNITA, the armed opposition to the Angolan 
regime which, as is well known, wants the talks to be held 
in the Portuguese capital, Lisbon. But the Angolan 
Government is thought to favor holding the talks in 
Cape Verde. 


Van Dunem Holds News Conference on Peace Efforts 


MB1604 195890 Luanda Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1900 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[News conference by Foreign Minister Pedro de Castro 
van Dunem Loy with unidt atified correspondents in 
Luanda on 16 April—recorded] 


[Text] [Van Dunem] We are here once again to examine 
the latest peace developments in our country. As you are 
aware, some progress was achieved in this direction over 
the past few days, particularly with the holding of a 
minisummit in Sao Tome and Principe, following which 
the UNITA [National Union for the Total Independence 
of Angola] Political Bureau issued a communique in which 
it apparently seems to express the language of peace, 
particularly when it expresses its readiness to end hostili- 
ties without preconditions, even if FAPLA [People’s 
Forces for the Liberation of Angola] forces desire to retain 
their positions around Mavinga-Cuito Cuanavale. UNITA 
speaks of recognizing the Angolan state on the basis of the 
Alvor accords while at the same time not recognizing the 
Government of the People’s Republic of Angola. 


We observe that there is absolutely no positive change 
inasmuch as UNITA expresses its intentions not unly to 
continue but to intensify its actions in Luanda City as 
well as in more sensitive regions. This confusion between 
the desire for a cease-fire and the practicing of terrorism 
may perhaps be the result of i.11s organization's lack of a 
program and concrete objectives. 
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The Government of the People’s Republic of Angola is 
convinced that the solution to Angola's internal conflict 
can only be possible through dialogue between Angolans. 


The People’s Republic of Angola, through its president 
and head of state, has already expressed its readiness for 
direc: talks between the Government of Angola and 
UNITA elements to put an end to this war that continues 
to create pain and grief among Angolans. 


While UNITA continues to escalate terror against defense- 
less people and to not recognize the Angolan Government 
and its institutions, 1} will not be possible to work towards 
realizing direct contscts, which are a means to achieve the 


objectives sought by the Angolan Government. 


We repeat: There is so far no positive change, because 
when there is a desire for peace, one does not make 
~mbitious war plans directed against the people. Accord- 
ingly, we call for good sense on the part of UNITA’s 
leaders so as to adopt positions that conform with the 
interests of peace. 


In the face of UNITA’s confused attitude which requires 
greater clarification, Angolan diplomacy, the national 
army, and all troops and forces of the People’s Republic 
of Angola must continue to be actively vigilant so that 
episodes similar to those that characterized the period 
following the Gbadolite agreements are not repeated. 


The possibility of direct contact be: ween the Angolan 
Government anc UNITA fundamentally depends on the 
seriousness that UNITA demonstrates and the state of its 
readiness to guarantee some progres: right from the start. 


The Angolan Government is committed to the search for 
peace. This is why it has decided not to wait for the 
mediator and to instead embark upon seeking direct 
contacts. However, we think that one cannot desire 
peace while at the same time use the language of war, as 
is hinted at by UNITA’s Political Bureau communique. 


The government waris direct contacts with UNITA, but 
these should be contacts that contribute to peace, sta- 
bility, and the strengthening of the Angolan state that ts 
internationally recognized, contacts that would guar- 
antee the security of the Angolan people. 


Al a given point, we observed a certain sluggishness on 
the part of the mediator with regard to his real role in 
promoting peace in Angola. For example, UNITA went 
so far as to state that it had handed its counterproposal 
to the mediator. However, the contents of this counter- 
proposal are unknown to the Angolan Government. We 
lately have had no contact with the mediator, nor have 
we been contacted by him. 


Accordingly, as a result of the Angolan Government's 
decision to hold direct talks with UNITA, the mediator’s 
role was obviously made secondary and may even dis- 
appear with the strengthening of steps toward resolving 
the internal conflict through direct contacts. In the first 


Stage, these contacts must begin at a not-so-high level br: 
at one that is adequate. The level of these contacts would 
increase in accordance with the results achieved. We do 
not want to repeat what occurred after Gbhadolite, with 
UNITA and its chief rejecting what had been agreed 
upon, notably the cease-fire, and even criticism of the 
role of the mediator. 


However, we reiterate that a cease-fire is one of the basic 
conditions, one of the principles that must be observed 
right from the start so that we can find ways to put an 
end to the internal conflict. 


It is not possible to negotiate while at the same time 
Carrying Out, promoting, and promising new military 
operations whose aggressiveness systematically 
increases. If the objective is peace, then it is necessary to 
introduce a certain element of tolerance and detente 
which should have been in effect right from the Gbhado- 
lite agreements to have prevented UNITA from taking 
advantage of the cease-fire. 


Despite the desire expressed by the leadership of the 
Angolan state in light of new peace initiatives, certain 
international circles which are hostile to the political, 
economic, social, and cultural development oy the Peo- 
ple’s Republic of Angola encourage Jonas Savimbi and 
UNITA to continue the militar st option. Our people 
living along the northern border are witnesses to the 
intensification of recent actions of destabilization of 
which we have been the victims. 


The seriousness and dimension of some of the operations, 
notably attacks, the occupation and destruction of infra- 
structures of various important localities, the kidnapping 
of civilians, the destruction of high-tension electricity 
pylons, and damage to the Quifangondo-Luanda water 
pipeline, are only possible due to logistical support in 
territories bordering the People’s Republic of Angola. 


At a time when we observe improvements in the man- 
agement of our economy, particularly in the field of 
foreign trade, to stabilize the economic situation in the 
People’s Republic of Angola, external agents are trying to 
create difficulties for us with some economic financial 
partners, such as the IMF and the World Bank, as well as 
some Western countries. The intention of this ts to 
reduce our ability to buy some basic products on the 
international market, which would result in a senous 
shortage of basic commodities in our nation’s principai 
centers, thereby creating discontent among the people 
which would aid the enemy's propaganda. 


The U.S. position regarding Angola's internal conflict is 
currently more flexible and favorable to the peace plar, 
recent)y presented by Comrade President Jose Eduardo 
dos Santos in Windhoek. During the meeting that the 
corarade president held with U.S. Secretary of State 
James Baker, the latter expressed his support for the new 
proposals advanced by the government which he 
received from the Angolan president. 
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According to the US. secretary of state's statement, the 
plan constitutes an acceptable basis for the beginning of 
talks between the Angolan Government and the UNITA 
rebels. Despite this statement and the support that James 
Baker promised to give to the latest efforts undertaken 
by the Angolan Government in its struggle to attain 
peace, the United States has not yet halted its arms 
supplies to UNITA. One observes increasing US. 
involvement through the CIA in support of UNITA. 
Statements by some senior Pentagon officials demon- 
Strate greater involvement in the conflict and the fact 
that they have not given up the idea of installing UNITA 
im power, even if it 1s through force of arms. 


In conclusion, | would like to take this opportunity to 
appeal to all countries that would truly like to see peace 
im Angola to increase their support to the Angolan 
Government and to continue their work of sensitizing 
UNITA to realizing the objective of peace in the People’s 
Republic of Angola. Thank you very much. 


UNITA Reports 16 Apr Military Situation 


MBI 704054590 (Clandestine) Voice of Resistance 
of the Black Cockerel in Portuguese to Southern 
and Central Africa OS1S GMT 17 Apr 90 


{Political and Military Situation Report” for 1200 
GMT on 16 April—read by announcer] 


[Text] |. The MPLA’s [Popular Movement for the Lib- 
eration of Angola] fourth unit is facing difficulties for 
which its Cuito Cuanavale command had not accounted. 


Lack of water and food, as well as intense fighting, made 
three FAPLA [People’s Armed Forces for the Liberation 
of Angola] soldiers in the fourth unit's 3d Tactical Group 
surrender to the UNITA [National Union for the Total 
Independence of Angola] armed forces. Their names are: 
Antonio Chimbungo, Adolfo Chipanga, and Adriano 
Sauhibo. 


Our forces killed five FAPLA soldiers and destroyed two 
MPLA fourth unit vehicles in this operation. 


2. Our forces on 15 April attacked and took (Loremo) 
and Lago Dilolo barracks, in Lunda Province and on the 
Cazombo Plateau, respectively, killing 15 FAPLA sol- 
diers, capturing 13 personal weapons, and destroying 
seven military vehicles. 


3. As long as the MPLA continues the war, it must be 
held responsible for whatever damages it may cause. The 
FALA [Armed Forces for the Liberation of Angola] 
forces wi" not relax until peace, freedom, and democracy 
have been achieved. 


[Issued] Office of the Chief of General Staff, 16 Apri: .~°0 


[Signed] Brigadicr Zacarias Mundombe, deputy milita, 
intelligence chief 
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* Finance Minister Interviewed on Economy 


34000126A Harare THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN 
ECONOMIST in English Dec/Jan 90 pp 50-53 


[Interview with Finance Minister Louis Chimango} 


[Text] [THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] What 
are the main problems facing the Malawi economy” 


[Chimango] As you are aware, Malawi is a land-locked 
country which has depended on rail transport for its 
external trade. The continuing security problems in the 
region disrupted our traditional transport routes and 
forced us to witch to more expensive routes, increasing 
the CIF [cost, insurance, foreign] factor (transport and 
insurance costs, etc.) from around 20 to 40 percent of our 
impo.. bill. The impact of this on inflation and the 
balance of payments cannot be overemphasised. 


Another result of the security problems is the influx of 
displaced persons into Malawi. The support that the 
malawi government gives them, for instance in terms of 
food, transport and ho_»ital facilities, has added to the 
budget deficit. Other costs—which are unquantifiable— 
include deforestation and land degradation. 


Like most developing countries, Malawi relies on a few 
primary exports, whose foreign exchange earnings fluc- 
tuate because of weather conditions. Also, low income 
elasticity of world demand for primary commodities 
keeps their prices down, so that growth in exports has 
lagged behind that of imports. In order to steer ihe 
economy into producing more manufactures for export, 
an export incentive act was passed in Parliament last 
year. The inc2ntives will go mostly to exporters of 
non-traditional items. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] What is 
the extent of the debt problem and how has it escalated 
to present levels? 


[Chimango] Malawi borrowed wisely. Over 75 percent of 
our debt is to multilateral debt institutions such as the 
World Bank and the IMF. This kind of debt, however, 
axes noi lend itself to forgiveness, cancellation or 
rescheduling, and therefore Malawi, like most devel- 
oping counties, has its share of debt problems. 


In 1986 the debt-service ratio reached 50 percent. But 
after the rescheduling arrangement with the Paris and 
London Climbs and our good export performance, the 
problem has eased somewhat. The ratio for 198% was 
below 30 percent, and is expected to increase very 
slightly to 31 percent this year. | hope that with strong 
export performance these ratios can be maintained 
without having recourse to further reschecuiing arrange- 
ments. Although we have a problem, our policy is to 
honour our debts and interest payments on schedule. We 
have never defaulted on our obligations. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] How are 
you tackling the problem? 


[Chimango] As I have already indicated, the immediate 
solutions was to seek a rescheduling arrangement with 
our creditors. We have now set up a debt monitoring unit 
which gives us an early warning if our borrowing is 
reaching unsustainable levels. 


For the long term, the debt problem wil! be solved by 
strong expori performance, and this means diversifying 
intc non-traditional exports, especially manufactures. 
The export incentives should go a long way towards 
stimulating the growth of these new exports. The tax 
reform measures we have :mplemented will ensure that 
exports do not embody any domestic taxes, and this will 
also help. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECOMOMIST] Malawi, 
after Mozanibique, has the lowest national income per 
head in the SADCC [South African Development Coor- 
dination Conference] region. Do your programmes with 
the multilateral lending institutions make provision for 
the most vulnerable groups in society? 


{Chimango] First of all, a good number of countries in 
Africa and elsewhere in the world have a lower per capita 
income than Malawi. On the issue of vulnerable groups. 
with the assistance of our donors we are implementing 
p:ogrammes aimed at mitigating the consequences of 
structural adjustment on these groups, including food for 
work programmes and targeted subsidies. We are deter- 
mined to tackle the problem of low social indicators 
through improving access to educational opportunities 
and health care. 


[THE SOUTHKGRN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] Can you 
say a little more about the causes aad effects of the 


transport problem? 


{Chimango] The problems arose as a result of the security 
situation. There were repeated attacks on both the Beira 
and Nacala rail lines. As a consequence we are forved to 
use long routes and to pay a heavy bill. In view of Malawi's 
limited t.ansport capacity most of the transport is carried 
by foreign haulers. The result is a b-avy foreign exchange 
drain and a balance of payments yroblem. The slowing 
down of economic growth and the recent high rates of 
inflation can to a large extent be explained by the closure 
of our traditional transport routes. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] Is the 
Northern Corridor route via Tanzania through the port 
of Dar es Salaam an adequate and proper response? Or is 
it a panicky measure which will become an embarrass- 
ment when the traditional routes are rehabilitated? 


{Chimango] Actions that are based on more than five 
years of seeing our traffic through traditional transport 
routes grind to a halt cannot be called panicky. The 
Northern Corridor was designed to take 25 percent of 
Malawi's traffic. When it was being set up we took into 
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consideration that both the Nacala and Beira lines would 
reopen one day. The feasibility study estimated ‘he 
payback period for the Northern Corridor at four ye ars, 
which would make it money well spent. 


The Nacala route is the priority since it is the most direct 
and economic. Assuming the security siiuation 
improves, it will still take time to reach full capacity as 
we will have to invest substantially in new rolling stock. 
That will depend on the goodwill of our aid donors. The 
Northern Corridor on its own would not meet all our 
requirements but our policy ts to keep all our options 
open, to the south through Durban, to the east through 
Nacala at all cost, 2nd of course to the north. 


The Beira line would take a minimum of five years to 
rehabilitate. That would also need substantial inflows of 
aid funds and would depend on the priority given to it by 
the Mozambique goverr view of the priority 
attached to rehabilitatiy va |. \' might be some time 
before they embarkec restoring the Beira line. It 
could take a minimum » sas from now before the 
Beira !:ne is fully operatic Ly that time our interna- 
tional traffic will have grown to levels which the Beira 
and Nacaia lines would not accommodate. In additional, 
SADCC and the PTA [Preferential Trade Area] are 
aiming to encourage intra-regional trade and the 
Northern Corridor will facilitate this. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] In your 
last budget speech you said the inflation rate was as high 
as 31.5 percent in 1988. How are you tackling that? 


[Chimango] The major causes of the 1°88 inflation 
included the following: monetary expansion due to pre- 
vious growth in public sector credit; hedging by the 
private sector to insulate themselves against possible 
moves on the exchange rate, and the foreign exchange 
scarcities of 1986 and a large part of 1987. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] In that 
speech you appealed, as you have just confirmed, to the 
private sector to stop fuelling inflation by raising prices 
as a hedge against anticipated future inflation, and 
generally to cu' out speculative practices. How successful 
has this piece of moral suasion been? 


[Chimango] Very successful. From ihe latest figures the 
rate of inflation is now around !2.8 percent. This is a 
very big improvement on last year and we expect it to 
decline further. You may be interested to know thai the 
private sector has responded most favourably and 
responsibly. They have realised that a lower rate of 
inflation is in their own interest. 


But the battle must continue. We have discovered that 
part of the problem is that information on our liberali- 
sation programme is not reaching everyone in the private 
sector on time. The point is that a liveral import policy 
ensures that goods will continue to be available and 
makes tt pointless for companies to hoard goods to 


engage in speculation. 
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To combat inflation a liberal system was introduced for 
allocating foreign exchange for imports of raw materials 
and spare parts. This was essential in order to improve 
the capacity utilisation of industry which had been at a 
low level following the foreign exchange shortages. Sec- 
ondly, public sector borrowing from the banking system 
was substantiatiy curtailed, with tighter fiscal discipline 
and a healthy growth in revenues arising from tax 
reforms. Lastly we formed an anti-inflation committee 
which cooperates with the private sector with a view to 
eliminating hedging and speculation. 


As a long-term measure, the Reserve Bank Act was 
amended with a view to giving the Bank more powers 
including the ability to conduct open market operation 
aimed at containing the growth of money supply. 


{THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] 
Regarding your anti-inflation committee, governments 
which have tried to fight inflation with price control 
usuaily end up wiih worse inflation. Is your anti-iniiation 
committee a euphemism for price control? 


{Chimango] Prices in Malawi are not controlled. The job of 
the anti-inflation committee is to convince the private 
sector that reducing inflation is in their own interest; it 
does not control prices in any way. Another of its functions 
is to monitor the causes of inflation and advise the 
government on what to do. Its recommendations would 
cover fiscal discipline, the level of domestic taxes on goods 
and services and the level of monetary expansion. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] Turning 
now to agriculture, the annuc! growth in production has 
lagged behind that of population for some years now, 
thereby undermining Malawi's much-vaunted ability to 
feed itself and possibly causing doubt ©9 its strategies in 
the current conditions. What are you doing about this? 


[Chimango] If you talk in terms of aggregates, you could 
arrive at that corclusion. But if you talk in terms of 
production crop by crop you will get a different picture. 


Output of maize, which is our staple food, has actually 
more than kept pace with population growth except 
curing drought years. However, due to land constraints 
this has displaced some of the high value crops like 
tobacco and groundn'ts. That is the major reason why 
you see a slow growth in smallholder agricultural output. 


The future of sma'thoiders will depenc on improving 
productivity. Under the Agriculture Sector Adjustment 
Credit, supported by the World Bank and bilatera! 
donors, Malawi will intensify research on high-yielding 
maize varieties which are acceptable to the smallholder 
and are easicr to store. This should help to release more 
land for high value crops. which would boost the carning 
capacity of smallholders. 


In areas with persistent drowehts our priority is irriga- 
tion. As you know Malawi has : bundant water resources 
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which have not been tapped. We are hopeful that the 
donor community will support investment in irrigation. 


{THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] Malawi 
has plentiful water supplies, cheap hydro-power, cheap 
labour and a strong national work ethic. Why has indus- 
trialisation not taken root? 


{Chimango] At independence, Malawi inherited a very 
narrow industrial base, mostly processing of tobacco and 
tea. A lot of progress has been achieved since then in 
expanding the industrial base, especially in terms of 
import substitution. However, because of the small 
domestic market, growth in this area has slowed down to 
around four percent a year. 


The future for industrial growth lies in exports. I have 
already mentioned our export incentives act and our tax 
reforms to encourage export production. A further point 
is that very little was done in the past to encourage small 
to medium scale enterprises. There is now a conscious 
effort to support resource-based industries under the 
USAID [United States Agency for International Devel- 
opment]-supported Malawi Enterprise Development. 


[THE SOUTHERN AFRICAN ECONOMIST] Our 
tourism and fisheries being constrained by inadequate 
investment? If so what measures are you taking? 


[Chimango] I will answer this question by discussing 
tourism and fisheries separately. It is true that invest- 
ment is one of the critical factors in encouraging tourism. 
The major constraints are hotel accommodation and 
transport to the main resorts. In our development pro- 
gramme the lion’s share goes on improving the transport 
network, and I hope that in the near future this will not 
be a binding constraint. Meanwhile the Malawi Devel- 
opment Corporation is promoting joint ventures with 
foreign partners in putting up hotels in our chief resorts, 
which will help to ease that constraint. 


On fisheries, as you are already aware, Malawi has vast 
resources of fish in Lake Malawi which are not being 
exploited. The constraint is the kind of technology used 
in catching fish. Under the ADMARC [Agricultural 
Development and Marketing Corporation] divestiture 
programme, the company which is engaged in commer- 
cial fishing will be privatised. We hope that this will 
improve its efficiency and enable it to exploit those 
untapped resources. 


* Japan Defers Loans To Help Debt Burden 


340005054 Blantyre DAILY TIMES in English 
15 Feb 90 p 1 


[Text] The Government of Japan recently deferred the 
loans which Malawi owes it in order to help in alleviating 
this country’s debt service burden. 


A press release from the Ministry of Finance headquar- 
ters in Lilongwe says the debts, amounting to over K35 
million (about | 857 billion Yen), were deferred through 
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the signing of two exchange of notes agreements which 
took piace in Lusaka, Zambia, on January 30, 1990. 


The first note, according to the press release, reschedules 
over K i3 million, a debt owed by the Malawi Government 
to the Overseas Economic Co-operation Fund of Japan. 


The other note is an agreement 10 extend the commercial 
debts of over K21 million owed by debtors in Malawi to 
creditors in Japan. 


“The Government of Japan decided to extend this assis- 
tance to the Government of Malawi to alleviate the burden 
of debt service by Malawi to Japan,” says the release, 
adding thai Japan took the same measure in 1984. 


Malawi's Acting High Commissioner in Zambia, Mr N. P. 
Tembo, signed the agreements on behalf of the Malawi 
Government while the Japanese Ambassador to Malawi, 
Mr Toshio Saiki, signed on behalf of his government. 


Mozambique 


President Chissano Departs for Harare 17 Apr 


MB1704081690 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 0800 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] President Joaquim Alberto Chissano left Maputo 
this morning for Harare, where he will attend Zimba- 
bwe’s 10th independence a. viversary celebrations. 


The Mozambican head of state is accompanied by Rafael 
Maguni, Frelimo [Mozambique Liberation Front] Party 
Political Bureau member; State Administration Minister 
Oscar Monteiro; Culture Minister Luis Bernardo Hon- 
wana; Lieutenant General Hama Thai, FPLM [Popular 
Forces for the Liberation of Mozambique] chief of 
General Staff; and Deputy Foreign Affairs Minister 
Manel dos Santos. 


President Joaquim Chissano was seen off by People’s 
Assembly Chairman Marcelino dos Santos and Defense 
Minister Alberto Chipande, among other officials. 


Kenyan President Daniel arap Moi is also expected in 
Harare today. He and Zimbabwean President Robert 
Gabriel Mugabe are the mediators in the Mozambican 
peace process. 


Malawian President Kamuzu Banda has already arrived in 
the Zimbabwean capital. Mozambique has proposed 
Malawi as the venue for direct talks with Renamo [Mozam- 
bique National Resistance] on peace in Mozambique. 
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Chissano Greets Zimbabwe’s Mugabe on Election Win 


MB1,04120090 Maputo Domestic Service 
in Portuguese 1030 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] President Joaquim Chissano sent a congratulatory 
message to the Zimbabwean people, expressing his sup- 
port and admiration for President Robert Mugabe’s and 
ZANU-PF’s [Zimbabwe African National Union- 
Patriotic Front] win in that country’s latest presidential 
and parliamentary elections. 


The message adds that was a victory for the Mozambican 
people and all peace- and democracy-loving forces. 


President Joaquim Chissano also saluted the Zimba- 
bwean Government and people on their national and 
social development gains since independence. 


ANC Executive Member Details Detainee Issue 


MB1604231090 Maputo in English to Southern Af,ica 
1800 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] A member of the National Executive Committee 
of the African National Congress [ANC], Steve Tshwete, 
said in Maputo last night that his organization has set up 
a tribunal at its headquarters in Lusaka to try people who 
have committed offenses against the ANC. 


Mr. Tshwete was speaking at the end of the international 
health conference which brought together health workers 
from South Africa, the ANC, the Frontline States, and 
other parts of the world. Mr. Tshwete referred to earlier 
reports which quoted the ANC deputy president, Nelson 
Mandela, as admitting that some members had been 
physically ill-treated after a mutiny in ANC camps in 
Angola in 1984. 


Mr. Tshwete, who is also a member of the ANC’s 
political and military committee, said it was true there 
have been excesses here and there during investigation 
into the mutiny and the aim to capture the agents who 
had been infiltrated to assassinate ANC leaders. 


However, he stressed that the ANC has a declared policy 
of justice in treatment of its detainees and that those 
people found guilty of excesses had been properly dealt 
with. Mr. Tshwete pointed out that the ANC does not in 
any way aprroximate in its treatment of detainees to 
what is done by the South African regime. 


Namibia 


Prime Minister Accepts Arms Consignment Donation 


MB1704083890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0831 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] Windhoek April 17 SAPA—Namibia’s prime 
minister, Mr. Hage Geingob, says his government will 
act against any elements attempting to cause instability 
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in the country, NAMBC [Namibian Broadcasiing Cor- 
poration] radio news reports. 


Speaking at Ohangwena in Ovambo, northern Namibia 
on Monday [16 April] while accepting the first consign- 
ment of arms donated to the new government by 
SWAPO [South-West African People’s Organization], 
Mr. Geingob said proof already existed that there were 
elements trying to destabilise the country, especially in 
the north. 


He said action would be necessary to protect the young 
and still vulnerable democracy. 


Mr. Geingob also gave the assurance that the weapons 
the government had received from SWAPO would be 
used only to defend Namibia against those threatening 
the country’s freedom. 


He condemned South Africa for withdrawing from the 
country without donating any weapons, aircraft or mili- 
tary vehicles to Namibia. The weapons South Africa 
used in Namibia had been bought mainly with income 
tax paid by the country’s inhabitants, Mr. Geingob said. 


SWAPO party leader, Mr. Moses Garoeb, who handed 
over the weapons to Mr. Geingob, called on the govern- 
ment to use the weapons and mihtary equipment solely 
to defend Namibia and its constitution. 


He said the end of the war symbolised the beginning of a 
Struggle for peace in Namibia. 


Mr. Garoeb also paid tribute to the People’s Liberation 
Army of Namibia (PLAN—SWAPO’s armed wing), and 
said it was a milttary power which would not stand back 
for any other power in Africa. 


PLAN had proveJ itself over the past 23 years and the 
implementation of United Nations Resolutions 435 
could be attributed mainly to the war it had waged, Mr. 
Garoeb said. 


The weaponry which arrived from Angola in Ovambo 
consisted mainly of trucks, armoured personnel carriers, 
anti-aircraft guns and artillery equipment, which 
included B-2! multiple rocket launchers and 122mm 
rocket launchers. 


The weapons are part of the military equipment worth 
about R8 billion [rand] SWAPO has donated to the 
government. The first consignment was brought to 
Namibia by 678 members of PLAN, who were still 
stationed in Angola. 


A spokesman for the defence ministry confirmed all the 
weapons would be brought to Namibia from Angola 
within the next six months. 
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Zimbabwe 


Malawi's Banda Arrives, Receives Freedom of Harare 


MB1604170590 Blantyre Domestic Service 
in English 1600 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] His excellency the life president, Ngwazi [Eagle] 
Dr. Kamuzu Banda, who arrived in Zimbabwe today to 
begin a state visit, has been conferred the freedom of the 
city of Harare. 


Speaking during the ceremony, the life president 
expressed gratitude to the people of Zimbabwe for the 
overwhelming recognition which has been accorded to 
him. His excellency the life president explained that such 
freedom was significant in that it further demonstrated 
the history of cooperation between Malawi and Zim- 
babwe. The Ngwazi also said he was happy to note that 
Harare will shortly be twinning the city of Lilongwe 
which, he said, was one way of promoting relations 
between the cities. 


Speaking earlier, the mayor of the city of Harare, Coun- 
cillor Chikwayaire, said the honor was conferred in 
recognition of the life president's distinguished political, 
diplomatic, moral, and material efforts toward the liber- 
ation and support of Zimbabwe and the whole of 
southern Africa region. 


Tonight his excellency the life president will be a guest of 
honor at a state banquet to be hosted by President Mugabe. 


On arrival at Harare’s national airport, the life president 
was met by President Mugabe, senior political government 
officials, members of the diplomatic corps, and thousands of 
Zimbabweans and Malawians resident in Zimbabwe. 


The life president, accompanied by President Mugabe, 
inspected a guard of honor mounted by the Zimbabwe 
Armed Forces. He was also accorded a 21-gun salute. 
Later the life president was briefly entertained to tradi- 
tional dances staged by both Zimbabwean and Malawian 
cultural troupes. 


Speaking earlier on departure at Chileka Airport in Blan- 
tyre, the life president expressed happiness that so many 
people had come to see him off at the airport for Harare, 
where he said he will be seeing their brothers and sisters. 


Commenting on the sending-off remarks by the district 
party chairman for Blantyre, Mr. Charles Kampunika, 
and the regional party chairman, Honorable Eduard 
Bwanali, the life president agreed that this country is 
now a free and independent state because he broke the 
Federation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland. The Ngwazi said 
it pleases him to hear such remarks because there is a 
tendency among people to take things for granted. He 
also thanked the people for appreciating what he is doing 
to develop the country. 
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Regional Figures Arrive To Mark Nation's 10th Year 


Archibishop Tutu Arrives 


MB1704 100390 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
0954 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] Harare April 17 SAPA—The Anglican archbishop 
of Cape Town, Archbishop Desmond Tutu, said on 
Tuesday there was a need to press harder for a negotiated 
settlement in South Africa [SA]. Interviewed on arrival 
at Harare International Airport for Zimbabwe's 10th 
independence celebrations, he said the achievement of 
Namibian independence through negotiation was a 
source of inspiration for South Africans. 


“After the situation in Namibia where people sat down 
and talked...I think we have to press as hard as we can for 
negotiations to take place,” he was quoted as saying by 
ZIANA news agency. 


Asked what prospects were for successful negotiations in 
South Africa, he said this could be judged from the 
outcome of a meeting between the SA Government and 
the ANC [African National Congress] due at the begin- 
ning of next month. 


“Our people are committed to a negotiated settlement 
and our people are not bloodthirsty. Our people want 
peace and prosperity,” he said. 


Zimbabwe's independence anniversary had great signif- 
icance for South Africa as it gave people hope that their 
own freedom was coming, he said. 


Mozambique’s Chissano Arrives 


MB1704101690 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1001 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] Harare April 17 SAPA—Mozambican President 
Joaquim Chissano arrived at Harare International Air- 
port as heads of state and foreign dignitaries continued 
to pour in for Zimbabwe’s 10th independence anniver- 
sary, the news agency ZIANA reports. 


Chissano, who had recently been on a state visit to Portugal 
where he was selling his country’s programme for peace and 
economic revitalisation, was welcomed at the airport by 
President Robert Mugabe and cabinet ministers. 


In his delegation are Politburo member Raphaeli 
Maguni, minister of state for administration Jose Mon- 
teiro and Army Chief of Staff General Hama Thai. 


PAC President Arrives 


MB1704101890 Johannesburg SAPA in English 
1009 GMT 17 Apr 90 


[Text] Harare, April 17, SAPA—President of the Pan- 
Africanist Congress [PAC] of Azania, Mr. Zephania 
Mothopeng, arrived in Harare on Monday [16 Apr] for 
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Zimbabwe's 'Oth independence anniversary, the 
national news agency ZIANA reports. 


PAC chief representative to Zimbabwe, Mr. Thobile 
Gola, confirmed on Tuesday that Mr. Mothopeng had 
arrived on Monday night. 


He was received at Harare International Airport by 
Vice-President Mr. Simon Muzenda. 


Mr. Mothopeng is accompanied by his wife, Urbania, 
and PAC internal assistant secretary-general Mr. 
Philemon Tefo, a former Robben Island prisoner. 


Paper Notes De Klerk’s ‘Credibility Crisis’ 


MB1604151090 Harare THE HERALD in English 
31 Mar 90 p 4 


[Editorial] 


[Text] President F.W. de Klerk has said that South 
Africa is at the “dawn of a new era”, and that he wants 
peace. However, the vehemence and increased frequency 
of broadcasts by Radio Truth, which is used to engender 
hostility to the Government of Zimbabwe, are in sharp 
contrast with his peace overtures. 


And since last Sunday [25 March], an African National 
Congress [ANC] delegation from Lusaka has not arrived 
in South Africa to begin negotiations on an agenda for 
peace talks, because no sufficient guarantees about their 
safety have been made. 


Sufficient guarantees for the safe return of the exiled 
ANC members must be spelt out clearly to show Preto- 
ria’s willingness and commitment to work out a negoti- 
ated solution to the problems that face South Africa. 


It is not just a question of granting immunity from arrest 
and prosecution for the exiled ANC team. There have to be 
assurances on the safety of these men from elements of the 
ultra-right fanatics such as the AWB [Afrikaner Resistance 
Movement]. The ANC men also require protection from 
some internal blacks who fear they will be marginalised by 
the arrival of the exiled leaders who will now be negoti- 
ating with the South African government. 


There is therefore a contradiction between what Presi- 
dent de Klerk says and tells the world, and what his 
country and government does to the liberation move- 
ments and the Frontline States. 


There is also a pattern emerging in the posture South Africa 
is adopting towards the Frontline States. In the past, its 
destabilisation activities were characterised by bombings 
and raids on Gaborone, Lusaka and Harare. The shift is now 
towards increased radio propaganda broadcasts. 


In the case of Zimbabwe, over the past several muaths, 
Radio Truth has made no secret of its abhorrence of the 
Government. It has openly declared its support for the 
opposition here. If President de Klerk wants to promote 


peace, he has to be certain that what Pretoria says and 
means, is what it does exactly. Otherwise he runs the risk 
of being misunderstood. He would then have only him- 
self and his government to blame. 


We know that acts of destabilisation and disinformation, 
by and large, have been a “project” of the South African 
Defence Force. The challenge for President de Klerk is to 
demonstrate to the Frontline States and the wider world 
community that he can now bring his military to heel. 


Otherwise the increasingly hostile posture towards Zim- 
babwe and Mozambique by Radio Truth and its MNR 
{Mozambique National Resistance] counterpart should 
be seen as a challenge to President de Klerk by the 
military, amid increasing demands for the sacking of 
Defence Minister General Magnus Malan. 


Radio Truth was launched in early 1983 with the specific 
task of sowing seeds of discord and confusion among the 
population in Matabeleland. Its strategy now appears to 
be aimed at inciting the public in Zimbabwe and the 
armed forces against the Government. 


President de Klerk needs to urgently overcome this 
credibility crisis. One way of doing this is to disband 
Radio Truth and ail other clandestine operations con- 
ducted from the same station. 


Editorial Rejects ‘Myth of Ballot Power’ 


MB1604 144990 Harare THE SUNDAY MAIL in 
English 
1 Apr 90 p6 


[Editorial] 


[Text] The people have spoken. Long live the people. 
The election is over and with that, one aspect of the 
democratic process in our country has had its day. 


The majority of the people have chosen the path of 
struggle, unity and resistance under the umbrella of the 
united ZANU (PF) [Zimbabwe African National 
Union—Patriotic Front] and the leadership of President 
Mugabe. 


But we do not believe our people should continue 
allowing the enemies of true democracy to divide the 
country, to sow seeds of division and chaos in the name 
of democracy. 


We do not subscribe to the simplistic theme that the 
people of Zimbabwe fought and sacrificed mainly in 
order to be able to change governments. 


We do not subscribe to the belief that elections alone 
represent the cornerstone of democracy. The notion that 
people are free in the name of “democracy” to return the 
Smith regime to power here should not prevail. 


These are views peddled by politically backward ele- 
ments to obscure the real objectives for which our people 
fought and paint a deceptive picture of what democracy 
really means. 
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The right to change governments only represents one of 
the fundamental reasons why our people engaged in a 
war of liberation. 


Adult suffrage and periodic general elections constitute 
mere aspects of the democratic process. 


The people fought basically in order to have the power to 
change, overhaul and transform the economic system in 
order to wrest both political and economic power from 
the hands of the minority of whatever colour into the 
hands of the majority. 


But oppressors and their hangers-on want to put only 
ballots in the hands of the people to give the impression 
that the majority have “democracy” while depriving 
them of the means of livelihood. 


So the people remain with the hollow myih of ballot 
power while a minority of exploiters arrogates to itself all 
the economic advantages. 


That is not genuine democracy. When he addressed 
election campaign rallies President Mugabe pointed out, 
for example, that it was incredible and inconceivable 
that 10 million people should have less access to land 
which at present is securely in the hands of 4,000 
commercia! farmers. 


The unfolding phase of our struggle in the wake of the 
country’s third general election requires that the ruling 
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party and Government take steps to merge with the 
people in the struggle to transform the country’s eco- 
nomic pattern. 


This is the only way to beat the apathy currently raising 
its ugly head. 


The elections have clearly been a bruising battle in which 
the opposition has made a showing. We maintain this 
Opposition is not legitimate because its programme 
evolves around the objective of restoring colonial rule. 
This is the only reason why the representatives of the 
former Rhodesian Front have rallied around the ZUM/ 
CAZ [Zimbabwe Unity Movement/Conservative Alli- 
ance of Zimbabwe] alliance. 


They have succeeded to confuse a good number of our 
people. But the majority have steadfastly refused to be 
diverted from the real issues and have voted for the party 
which led the struggle for the liberation of this country. 


Democracy should not mean that retrogressive forces be 
given the opportunity to continue diseminating their 
deadly political poison among the people. 


True democracy should protect people against fascist 
tendencies and not create favourable conditions for the 
restoration of a black-led Smith regime. 


A new chapter has opened in which the way forward now 
lies in implementing the programmes that were put to 
the people in the ZANU (PF) election manifesto. 
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Cape Verde Islands 


Council Takes Steps Toward Universal Suffrage 


AB1604132590 Libreville Africa No 1 in French 
1230 GMT 13 Apr 90 


[Text] The National Council of the African Party for the 
Independence of Cape Verde [PAICV], the sole party in 
power in Cape Verde, ended in Praia yesterday. One of 
the most important decisions made during the meeting is 
to consider the possibility of electing the next head of 
State through direct universal suffrage. To take this step 
would require an amendment to the Constitution. Such 
an amendment would for the first time give Cape Verd- 
ians the possibility of electing their president through 
universal suffrage. 


This step will have to be taken before the first legislative 
and democratic elections are held next December. These 
elections are open to candidates from all political fac- 
tions. The decision to extend universal suffrage is an 
important victory for opposition circles. Lack of uni- 
versal suffrage was one of the grievances presented by 
Cape Verdian cadres, who demanded the establisment of 
a multiparty system. 


The young cadres of the archipelago believe that with 
just 10 years remaining before the 21st century, Cape 
Verde’s head of state should not be elected by assem- 
blymen but through universal suffrage. 


Other topics were examined during the National 
Council, namely, draft bills aimed at regulating the right 
to hold meetings, demonstrations, and gatherings, are all 
characteristics of a free and democratic society. The 
topics will be submitted by the government to the 
National Assembly for adoption during its next month's 
session. The next extraordinary congress of the party will 
probably be held in July or September at the latest. 


The Gambia 


President Returns From Visit to United States 


AB1604125190 Paris AFP in English 0147 GMT 
16 Apr 90 


[Text] Banjul, April 16 (AFP)}—Gambian President 
Dawda Jawara returned home Sunday after a 10-day 
visit to the United States during which he notably held 
talks with U.S. oil companies in Texas, national radio 
said here in the capital of the tiny West African state. 


The radio said further talks with oil firms would be held 
at two meetings to be held later this year—one in Austin, 
Texas, and the other in London. Those meetings are to 
be attended by officials from Senegal, which is linked to 
the Gambia in a confederal arrangement, it said. 


Further details about tive talks were not available but there 
have been reports that oil exploration efforts along the 
Gambia’s northern border with Senegal have been successful. 
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The radio also said that a delegation of U.S. investors 
was to visi. the Gambia in July. It did not specify what 
areas the investors were interested in. 


WHO Representative Commits Suicide 16 Apr 


AB1604225990 Paris AFP in English 2221 GMT 
16 Apr 90 


[Text] Banjul, April 16 (AFP)}—The World Health 
Organisation [WHO] representative here, Messine Den- 
ise, committed suicide in his office on Monday [16 
April], Gambian Radio said. Mr. Denise, 53, an Ethio- 
pian, was found dead with a knife in his heart. He left a 
suicide note explaining that he was the “only one respon- 
sible,” witnesses said. 


Gambian Interior Minister Lamin Kiti Jabang went to 
the WHO offices after Mr. Denise’s body was found, and 
police from the West African country were investigating. 
Mr. Denise was married and had three children. 


Ghana 


Libyan Envoy Urges Americans To Pressure Bush 


AB1504105890 Accra Domestic Service in English 
1800 GMT 14 Apr 90 


[Text] Libya has-called On the American people to exert 
pressure on the Bush administration to adopt just and 
realistic policies toward developing countries. The sec- 
retary of the Libyan People’s Bureau in Ghana, Mr. 
(Abdallah Jubran), made the call at a news conference in 
Accra to commemorate the fourth anniverary tomorrow 
of the U.S invasion [as heard] of Tripoli and Benghazi. 
He said a look at world events shows that the United 
States has been perpetrating a lot of injustices against 
developing countries. Mr. (Jubran) said America’s claim 
that she is the leader of the so-called free and democratic 
world is therefore false. He warned that the continued 
adoption of wrong policies by the American administra- 
tion will earn it the wrath of the people of the Third 
World. Mr. (Jubran) called on the Third World and 
African countries in particular to unite against imperi- 
alist, racist, and Zionist maneuvers against them. 


* ‘Dirty Tricks’ Against Rawlings Revealed 


* GHANAIAN TIMES Investigation 


34990506 Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 
16 Feb 90 p! 


[Article by ‘Times’ Investigation Team] 


[Excerpt] At the reception held for members of the 
Diplomatic Corps at Peduase Lodge earlier this year, 
Chairman Rawlings stunned his audience with the dis- 
closure that the outgoing Bulgarian Ambassador had, in 
the spirit of humanism, provided safety for Captain 
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Kojo Tsikata and himself when an assassination squad had 
been let loose on them by the Government of the day. 


A ‘Times’ investigation team, set up to find out more 
about the various ways in which attempts were made to 
eliminate Fit-Lt Rawlings, Capt Tsikata and those who 
were closely identified with them, spoke to various 
former officials of the security apparatus during the 
Limann regime and had access to some official docu- 
ments of those days. 


Our team concluded that “never in the history of Ghana has 
there been such an open and massive effort to prepare 
Ghanaians psychologically for a political assassination.” 


Security records of that time show that the spirit of June 
4, 1979 and the principles of accountability and social 
justice did not go down well with those who manipulated 
the bankrupt system and profited from the wholesale 
corruption of the Acheampong era. 


As soon as the AFRC [Armed Forces Revolutionary 
Council] had handed over to the Limann Administra- 
tion, the major question was how to neutralize Rawlings. 
Since he did not show interest in their tempting offers, he 
first had to be eliminated from the military. 


Kofi Batsa, Limann’s arch-manipulator of information, 
arranged this neatly in order to avoid public protest. 


The day before Fit-Lt Rawlings’s compulsory retirement 
had been planned, he was invited to meet Limann. The 
matter was not discussed, but a photograph was taken of 
Rawlings, Limann and members of the Council of State, 
and was used in the next day’s newspapers, together with 
the announcement of the retirement. 


The public, and especially the military, naturally assumed 
that the issue had been discussed and agreed upon. 


Subsequently, certain persons in and out of the admin- 
istration, working in concert with certain foreign inter- 
ests, set out deliberately to discredit Fit-Lt J. J. Rawlings 
as a first step to prepare the people for his eventual 
assassination. 


The plan also involved attempts to portray Capt Kojo 
Tsikata as a bad and dangerous man as a background for 
an eventual elimination attempt. 


The brain behind the plot was Col Odjija, with the 
political go-ahead given by Dr Nabila and Limann. 
Assassination weapons with silencers were provided by 
Israeli sources, as well as training. Israeli connections on 
the working front were well concealed, so well that some 
have risen to prominent positions, for example in edu- 
cation and in the petroleum industry. 


In the case of Fit-Lt J. J. Rawlings, security personnel 
prepared and distributed anonymous leaflets in schools 
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and colleges and among the general public with a view to 
soil his image and thereby undermine support for him. 


Some of these leaflets had tribal connotations, whilst 
others suggested that he will leave Ghana and go to his 
father in Scotland. At the same time, some of the leaflets 
sought to portray him as a disgruntled man, who joined 
the Army because he was good for nothing else. Others 
gave the impression that Fit-Lt Rawlings was a drug 
addict and that was why he wore sun-glasses and could 
often be found in the company of ordinary folks in the 
poorer section of society. 


Several incidents of provocation took place, including a 
confrontation at the gate of BNI which could, and 
perhaps was intended to, have degenerated into a gun 
battle endangering passing civilians. 


Mrs Rawlings’s car was mysteriously set on fire in the 
night as part of the war of nerves. 


Sections of the media were used to attack him. These 
papers included Chris Asher’s ‘Palaver’, which made 
continual insinuation about moneys paid into AFRC 
accounts. Chris Asher began calling himself ‘“Generalis- 
simo”and head of a national crusade against coups 
d'etat. He addressed rallies dressed in a parody of 
military uniform, and used this platform to cast further 
slurs upon Rawlings and his associates. 


Even former AFRC personnel were encouraged to help 
build a negative picture of their former leader. For 
example, the traitorous Capt Boakye Djan used the 
platform of the ‘Progressive Forum’ at Labone Sec- 
ondary School to denounce Rawlings. 


At the same time a farm which Fit-Lt. Rawlings wanted 
to set up at Katamanso, so that the unemployed urban 
youth of Teshie-Nungua could farm on it and live in 
dignity, was made to appear as a training camp for 
subversive terrorists. 


The heavily publicized “Bulla Affair’ involved a for- 
eigner who was expelled by the Limann Administration 
on the grounds that he had come to Ghana to help train 
these so-called terrorists. 


In the hands of the Nabila-Odjija gang, Bulla had bottles 
smashed over his head, and it was only when it was clear 
that he had nothing to reveal that diplomatic moves were 
made to get him out of his predicament. 


Even an incident in which some young Lebanese, joy- 
riding around town one night, caused a disturbance with 
the back-firing of their car exhausts, was reported to the 
authorities as the sound of wild shooting by Rawlings’s 
imaginary terrorists. 


Such lies were a regular part of security briefing for the Military 
Commanders to pass on to the soldiers at their durbars. 
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The campaign spread to other countries. A general 
well-known for his service in the Middle East con- 
demned the principles of June 4th to Gen Obasanjo in 
Nigeria and to the then High Commissioner. 


When Rawlings, who was unaware of this at the time, 
sent two soldiers to contact the general in Accra, one of 
them named Quarcoopome later expressed shock at the 
general’s unconcern that the assassin’s net was closing 
around Rawlings. 


Having spread the lies in order to set the stage, those who 
were orchestrating the plot thought that sufficient had 
been done towards the destruction of Rawlings’s char- 
acter to warrant the iaunching of the second phase—the 
assassination. 


The plan, although a simply one, demonstrates the callous 
minds who were behind the scenes. Simply put, it was to 
invite Fit-Lt Rawlings to accompany security officials to 
answer some questions and to kill him and explain that 
security guards shot him while trying to escape. 


To this end, security officials would concoct an anony- 
mous report implying that he, Rawlings, was planning a 
coup; and then using this fabricated letter, they would go 
to knock at his door in the middle of the night and invite 
him for questioning [passage omitted]. 


* ‘Advice’ To Discontinue Series 


34990506 Accra GHANAIAN TIMES in English 
21 Feb 90 pl 


[Article by ‘Times’ Investigation Team] 


[Text] Editor's Note: On the advice of the Secretary 
Responsible for Information, the ‘Times’ is discon- 
tinuing the publication of this series of investigative 
reports the first of which we carried on our front page 
last Friday, February 16. 


The ‘Times’, however, hopes that the sector Ministry does 
not object to the reproduction or culling of similar ‘dirty 
tricks’ stories which appear in the foreign media. It is our 
hope that even if we have to withhold publication of 
investigative reports by our own staff, we are permitted to 
publish what others have written and published. 


* Studerts Urged To Beware Subversive Letters 


34000129D Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 17 Jan 90 pp 1, 8-9 


[Article by Joe Bradford Nvinah] 


[Text] The Students’ Representative Council of Labone 
Secondary School has advised their colleague students to 
be careful about subversive letters being distributed in 
second cycle schools, aimed at creating disaffection 
amongst students. 
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Talking to the GRAPHIC afier presenting copies of the 
letters to the Editorial office of the weekend, Masters 
George Okwei Noi and Henry Adisa, both of the Stu- 
dents Council, said some political dissidents want to use 
innocent students to disturb the atmosphere of peace 
and unity in the country. 


They said on January | 1, copies of letters posted abroad 
purporting to be open letters to the chiefs and elders of 
Ghana, were received by the Students Council. 


The student leaders said after reading the letter, with the 
address of a so-called Ghana Liberation Movement, they 
decided to draw the attention of the authorities and 
advise fellow students against such subtle attempts to 
pollute them with lies and insinuations. 


The students said the manner in which the letters negate 
history and discredit the achievements of the Nkrumah 
era and what the PNDC [Provisional National Defense 
Council] has achieved so far is not only subversive but 
also a pointer to the dishonesty of its authors. 


The students were also indignant about the way the 
letters sought to belittle the intelligence of Ghanaians. 
They said that the tolerance of Ghanaians sometimes 
goes too far, and called on the youth of the country to 
resist any such attempts at deceiving the population, 
especially those who cannot read by themselves. 


They said that although certain policies of the govern- 
ment are tough, even they as students recognise that they 
are the necessary measures that can save a country that 
has, for years been mismanaged and misruled. 


They called on those intellectuals who are trying to 
dictate to Ghanzians from abroad to take advantage of 
the new atmosphere of political freedom and return 
home to contribute their quota towards the building of 
the country. They would then see the truth of the 
achievements so far made in our economic recovery. 


The students said the era where stude’:ts were erratic and 
reacted emotionally to unfounded rumours and mis- 
guided insinuations from opportunists was over. 


Concluding, Master Okwei Noi said, “our energies are 
needed in a more useful way to help reconstruct Ghana and 
not to resort to vandalism at the behest of archvandals.” 


* Soviet Delegation Discusses Cooperation 


34000130A Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 19 Feb 90 p 8 


[Article by Adwoa Van-Ess: “Soviet Delegation Calls on 
Captain Tsikata”’] 


[Text] The three-man delegation from the Communist 
Party of the Soviet Union (CPSU) currently in the 
country for an official visit have paid a courtesy call on 
Captain Kojo Tsikata, PNDC [Provisional National 
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Defense Council] raember responsible for Foreign 
Affairs and Nationa’ Security behind closed doors. 


Later, at a news conference, Mr A. N. Ilyin, First 
Secretary of the CPSU committee for the region of Pskov 
and leader of the delegation said the visit which is 
reciprocal is to enable it to evaluate the cooperation 
between Ghana and the Soviet Union and work out 
further areas of coop. ration. 


He said so far discussions have been useful and 
expressed the hope that the visit will be fruitful. 


On recent developments in Eastern Europe, Mr Ilyin 
said they must be divorced from the reformation in the 
Soviet Union and put within the framework of internal 
factors of the individual countries. 


He cited events in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) 
which he said are the results of the Second World War. 


Mr Ilyin said the changes taking place in the Soviet Union 
are in line with communist ideas because as communists, 
they are aware that society should develop and that there 
are problems associated with development. 


He said they also appreciate that there will certainly be 
mistakes since the path being chartered is new but they 
are optimistic that the change will be less painful. 


* Japanese Delegation Discusses Cocoa Trade 


34000129C Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 13 Feb 90 pp 1, 8-9 


[Article by Joe Bradford Nvinah: “More Room Exists for 
Contacts Between Ghana, Japan-Obeng’’] 


[Text] Mr P. V. Obeng, PNDC [Provisional National 
Defense Council] member and Chairman of the Com- 
mittee of Secretaries, yesterday met a delegation of the 
Japanese Cocoa and Chocolate Association at the Castle, 
Osu and said opportunities exist for Ghana and Japan to 
open up wider areas of contact. 


He said since the Economic Recovery Programme (ERP) 
was launched, the two countries have had a lot of useful 
contacts and expressed the hope that these relationships 
will deepen with the visit of the delegation. 


He said the issue of cocoa is importint and sensitive to 
Ghana and for her to have invited the Japanese on the issue 
shows the trust and confidence Ghana has in Japan. 


The PNDC member referred to a recent trip he made to 
Japan and said since then a strategy has been evolved to 
implement plans for the mutual benefit of the two 
countries. 


Mr Obeng said despite attempts at diversification, cocoa 
still remains Ghana's lifeblood. 
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He, therefore, expressed the hope that the outcome of the 
visit and the subsequent discussions would be fruitful 
and mutually beneficial. 


Mr Obeng commended Japan for sharing resources with 
Ghana through a number of channels and said the cocoa 
industry could serve as a further booster. 


The leader of the Japanese delegation, Mr Hiroshi Ogata 
expressed appreciation for the reception he and his 
delegation have received from Ghanaians. 


He said Japan buys about 70 percent of her cocoa 
requirement from Ghana but over ten years now there 
has not been any direct contact on the two sides. 


Mr Ogata said his delegation ts interested in cocoa butter 
and liquor beside the raw cocoa beans. 


He said back home the deiegation will discuss its finding 
with people in Japanese cocoa industry in order to 
increase purchase from Ghana. 


Present at the meeting were Dr Kwesi Botchwey, Secre- 
tary for Finance and Economic Planning, Mr Kwasi 
Ahwoi, Executive Director vo: the Export Promotion 
Council and Mr David Aninakwa, Chief Executive of the 
Ghana Cocoa Board (COCOBOD). 


At a working session later in the day with officials of the 
cocoa industry, Mr Aninakwa said since the price of the 
raw beans is declining, efforts should be made to add 
value to the beans, report Lloyd Evans and Adwoa 
Van-Ess. 


He, therefore, expressed the hope that concrete results 
will come out from this session to boost the industry. 


Mr Ogata said consumption of cocoa products 'n Japan 
is Steadily rising and that efforts must be made to satisfy 
the demands of consumers in Japan. 


* PRC Technical Delegation Arrives on Visit 


34000130B Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 21 Feb 90 p 9 


[Article: “Chinese Delegation” ] 


[Text] A five-member Technical delegation from the 
China Science and Technology Exchange Centre of the 
State Science and Technology Commission arrived in 
Accra yesterday for a week's working visit. 


Mr Dongsheng Liu, leader of the delegation and the First 
Deputy Director of the Centre, told newsmen at the 
Kotoka International airport that the visit was a follow 
up to one paid to China last year by Mr P. V. Obeng, a 
member of the PNDC [Provisional National Defense 
Council] and Chairman of the Committee of Secretaries. 


He said during Mr Obeng’s visit, discussions were held 
on a wide range of areas, including bilateral cooperation 
between Ghana and China. 
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Mr Liu said the delegation is therefore in the country to 
discuss in further detail matters relating to science -nd 
technology with officials of the Ministry of Industry, 
Science and Technology. 


He said they would also visit the University of Science and 
Technology, Kumasi, the Council for Scientific and Indus- 
trial Research, and the Centre for Research into Plant and 
Herbal Medicine at Mampong Akuapem—GNA. 


* Cuba To Increase Imports of Ghana Products 


* Review of Trade Protocol 


34000130D Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 13 Feb 90 p 9 


[Article: “Cuban Imports From Ghana To Go Up”} 


jText] Cuba is to import 20 million pounds sterling 
worth of goods from Ghana this year, Mrs Rita Maria 
Juncal, Director of the Cuban Foreign Trade Depart- 
ment, announced in Accra yesterday. 


This represents an increase of eight million pounds 
Sterling over last year’s figure of 12 million pounds 
Sterling in imports covering Ghanaian products such as 
aluminium, batik, round logs, lumber and toilet soap. 


Mrs Juncal was speaking at the opening of a five-day 
review session of the Ghana/Cuba Trade Protocol for 
1989/90. 


She said under the 1989/90 trade protocol signed in 
Havana, it was agreed that Ghana would buy items such 
as refined sugar, raw sugar, veterinary drugs, paper and 
hand water pump from Cuba. 


Mrs Juncal said the only problem facing trade between 
the two countries was delay in delivery of the items due 
to non-availability of vessels. 


She said Cuba was doing everything possible to ensure 
that goods are delivered on time. 


Mrs Juncal expressed the hope that Ghana would 
become Cu da's number one trading partner in Africa. 


She extended her country’s invitation to Ghana to par- 
ticipate in the Havana Trade Fair slated for the latter 
part of this year. 


Opening the session, Mr Huudu Yahaya, Secretary for 
Trade and Tourism, said the development of the present 
level of trade between the two countries dates back to 1982. 


That year a legal framework was established committing 
the two countries to bilateral trade and economic co- 
operation but the initial tempo whittled away because of 
foreign exchange constraints —GNA. 
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* Signing of Memorandum 
34000130D Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 17 Feb 90 p 8 


{Article: “Ghana and Cuba Sign Memorandum” 


[Text] Ghana and Cuba yesierday signed a memo- 
randum of understanding to expand trade between them. 


Under the memorandum, Ghana will exchange cocoa, 
timer and aluminium, among others, for refined granu- 
lated sugar, water pumps, gas cookers, concrete mixers, 
drugs, and car batteries. 


Mr Huudu Yahaya, Secretary for Trade and Tourism, 
signed for Ghana and Mr Nicolas Rodriguez, the Cuban 
Ambassador, for his government. 


The memorandum was signed at the end of five days of 
trade talks between Ghana and a three-member Cuban 
delegation. 


Mr Yahaya said Ghana is determined to diversify her 
trade and export more of her traditional products. 


He accepted Cuba's invitation for Ghanaian busi- 
nessmen to participate in her trade. 


Mr Rodriguez said Cuba is happy to be a business 
partner to Ghana in accordance with the agreement 
signed in July 1984. 


The Cuban trade delegation was led by Mrs Rita Maria 
Juncal, Director of African Affairs —GNA. 


* Renovation of Tamale Airport Started 


34000129B Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 15 Feb 90 p 9 


[Text] Renovation work has begun on the Tamale Air- 
port with the extension of the runway from 8,000 feet to 
12,000 feet and the patching up of soft spots at the cost 
G6: C37 million. 


In addition, a team of Soviet experts have begun a 
feasibility study of the airport to determine the cost of 
renovation programme to be carried out. 


This is to prepare the airport for the reception of all types 
of aircraft as an international port. The rehabilitation is 
being undertaken by Messrs TAYSEC Company. 


The Secretary for Transport and Communications, Mr 
J.A. Danso inspected the rehabilitation work on 
Monday, during which he was briefed by Wing Com- 
mander K. Ayensu of the flight and safety department of 
the Civil Aviation Authority. 


Wing Commander Ayensu said so far, the team has 
inspected the control tower, runway, terminal building, 
transformer station, and the communication centre, 
since their arrival a week ago. 


Mr Danso assured the Soviets that their requests would 
be given due attention. 
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Mr E.A. Kwakye, Director, Planning, Budget and 
Research Division of the Ministry of Transport and 
Communications, said it is necessary for Ghana to build 
a second international airport since she is forced to 
direci her international flight to nearby countries any- 
time problems rise at the Kotoka Internationa! Airport. 


He said Tamaie was selected as the site for the second airport 
because of its wide expanse and its distance from Accra. 


A spokesman for the consultants of the project said work 
on the rurway would be completed in 28 days —GNA 


* Closing of Upper Region Projects Explained 
340001294 Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 15 Feb 90 p 1 


[Article by Kofi Akordor] 


{Text} The Secretary for Agriculture, Commodore (rtd) 
Steve Obimpeh, has explained that the decision to ter- 
minate the Volta Region Agricultural Development 
Project (VORADEP) and the Upper Region Agricultural 
Development Project (UR/. OEP) was not arbitrary but 
consistent with the terms <. agreement establishing the 
two projects. 


In respect of VORADEP, he explained thai the Ministry 
of Agriculture is acting on the recommendations con- 
tained in the projects termination report which was 
submitted by its management team and the sponsoring 
financial agency. 


The Secretary gave this explanation at a durbar with 
workers of VORADEP at Ho yesterday to explain the 
Ministry's decision and to correct any misconception 
some of the workers might have in this regard. 


He admitted that the performance of VORADEP is on 
record to be one of the best ameng World Bank- 
sponsored projects worldwide, and gave assurance that 
the Ministry ts taking adequate measures tc sustain these 
achievement: by transferring certain responsibilities to 
other governinent agencies, traditionally responsible for 
certain components of the projects. 


“Nobody is rushing to dismantle what has been achieved 
by VORADEP, but rather efforts are being made to 
sustain progress made in adaptive research, home exten- 
sion and policy-monitoring and evaluation in the Min- 
istry of Agriculture,” he stressed. 


He said road-building equipment and machinery to be 
transferred to the Department of Feeder Roads would 
remain in the region to service the roads constructed by 
VORADEP. 


He urged those who want to be absorbed into the Civil 
Service to file their applications early enough for prompt 
action to be taken on them 


The common concern of all the workers was about the 
payment of their terminal benefits. 
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* Cotton Production Improved in Upper West 
34000130C Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 21 Feb 90 p 1 


[Article: “U. West Cotton Farmers Increase Production” 


[Text] The Upper West Regon achieved an increase of 
about 20 percent in cotton production in 1989 over the 
previous year. 


Farmers in the region produced | 588.957 kilograms of 
lint cotton during the year as against |,359,005 kilo- 
grams produced in 1988 from the same |,713 hectares. 


Mr Yaw Owusu-Adomah, Regional Manager of the 
Ghana Cotton Company who disclosed this in an inter- 
view with the Ghana News Agency (GNA) at Wa on 
Monday attributed the achievement to the application of 
appropriate farming methods. 


He said early land preparation and the adequate and 
timely supply of farm inputs were the major factors that 
contributed to the increase. 


Mr Owusu-Adomah said the extension unit of the com- 
pany has been strengthened to give farmers adequate 
technical assistance. 


About 8,000 farmers have registered with the company 
this year, he said, but he expressed regret that the staff in 
the region could handle only 6,000 farmers. 


Mr Owusu-Adomah said the company has adopted an 
incentive scheme to provide mechanisation services for 
its client farmers to grow their own siaple food in 
addition to cotton. 


He, however, cautioned them not to divert all their 
attention to the cultivation of staples at the expense of 
cotton. ~GNA. 


* Ashanti Goldfields Increases Production 


34000139E Accra PEOPLE'S DAILY GRAPHIC 
in English 13 Jan 90 p 1 


[Article by Boniface Ablekpe] 


[Text] The Ashanti Goldfields Corporation (AGC) 
increased its annual gold production from 272,000 
ounces in 1987, to 355,700 ounces by the end of 1989. 


This represents an increase of 30.8 percent over the lasi 
three years’ production figures. 


Mr John Brimpong, local branch union chairman of the 
Ghana Mines Workers Union announced this in a new 
year message to AGC workers on Thursday. 


He commended the workers on their productive effort to 
stimulate national recovery and growth. 


The message said, available data indicate that AGC 
alone accounted for 20 percent of Ghana's total foreign 
exchange carnings. 
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The chairman attributed this achievement to the posi- 
tive co-operation between the management and hard- 
working miners of the corporation. 


He said with the adoption of modern methods and 
through incentives and judicious utilisation of a 160- 
million dollar loan from the International Finance Cor- 
poration the AGC contributed immensely towards rapid 
national economic growth. 


The message said further that international donor agen- 
cies, creditor nations, local and foreign media and the 
revolutionary leadership of Ghana appreciate the pro- 
duction capacity of the AGC workers. 


He advised workers to always consider the future of the 
AGC, national interest and the welfare of Ghanaians 
before making demands for improved conditions of 
service for themselves. 


Mr Brimpong noted that modern industrial relations or 
trade unionism especially in the developing countries, 
hammer on higher productivity but not limited to col- 
lective bargaining alone. 


Ivory Coast 


Minister Views Succession Issue, Liberian Charges 


AB1704131090 London BBC World Service in English 
0630 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[From the “Network Africa” program} 


[Text] Those of you who heard the later editions of Network 
last Thursday, will remember our interview with an Amer- 
ican journalist, Steven Smith, in the Ivory Coast. He dis- 
cussed the prospects of the successor to President Felix 
Houphouet-Boigny. He said that traditional chiefs from the 
president's honic region had already been consulted about a 
successor and had indeed given their blessing to one man, 
National Assembly President Henri Konan Bedie. But it 
seems as if the authorities in the Ivory Coast were pretty 
upset by that interview. 


The defense minister, Jean Konan Banny, one of the 
regime's heavyweights—he is also mayor of Yamoussou- 
kro—has been on national TV and radio accusing the 
BBC of telling lies in order to destabilize the country. 


So, Elizabeth Blunt, the BBC's West Africa correspon- 
dent went to see Mr. Konan Banny and asked him if that 
wasn't how a new president was being chosen, how 
would it be done. 


[Begin recording] [Banny in French fading into English 
translation] | want to get one thing clear here and that is, 
it is the People’s Democratic Congress that every five 
years nominates a candidate and has the right to nomi- 
nate any candidate it choses. 


[Blunt] But do they vote towards it by aclamation or how 
do they it? 


[Banny] Well by means of discussions employed by the 
Congress. 


[Blunt] Yes, but the parties have different ways of doing 
it. In America it an electorate college, in Britain the two 
main parties have different ways of chosing, leaders. And 
how is it done in the party here in the Ivory Coast? 


[Banny] Well, the party meets in congress together with 
all responsible leaders, parties, secretaries general and 
members of the administrative committees and they 
discussed all the problems put to them until they are 
satisfied and then from there they are going to vote. 


[Blunt] And so, it’s a vote—not a consensus” 


[Banny] Hang on, hang on now there...a vote can end up 
being a consensus. | do not understand. You have a 
peculiar way of posing your questions, you know. To 
vote in other words, to put a ballot paper in a ballot box, 
is not the only way to express one’s feelings. You created 
the ballot boxes, we also have other ways to make our 
discussions and decisions. | think you always want other 
nations to behave exactly the way you do. Do not forget, 
a long time ago, it was taken for granted that the only 
civilized way of eating was with a knife and a fork. But 
some people eat using bread as an implement and others 
used their fingers. Well, it does not really matter how you 
show what you want. You can raise your hands, put your 
thumbs down or even your head down and your legs up. 
Each is a way of voting and the important thing is that 
what counts is the willingness of the people to express 
themselves. 


[Blunt] What about you? Would you like to be a candidate? 


{[Banny] Are you the Congress? [laughing] I do not think 
I want to answer that question. [end recording} 


That is Jean Konan Banny translated from French, of 
course. But before Elizabeth Blunt left the defense minis- 
ter's office, she put him a couple of questions about the food 
Situation in neighboring Liberia, with war on the western 
border, especially in the Ganta area, ana -efugees flooding 
into the Ivory Coast. How did he see the situation? 


[Begin recording] [Banny] The Ivorian National Army ts 
charged with the task of safeguarding the territorial 
integrity of Ivory Coast. That is what interests me and 
that is what concerns me. What is taking place elsewhere 
is NOt my concern. What is taking place in Ivory Coast is 
my concern. 


[Blunt] What about the border? The rebels are operating 
just on the other side. What orders have you given your 
soldiers about people going back?. For instance, the 
Liberian ambassador here says that arms are going across 
the border to the rebels. 
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[Banny] You know, it is very easy to say such things, but 
it is very difficult to prove them. 


{Blunt} Weil, he says that there were four lorryloads of 
arms which arrived in Ivory Coast from Burkina Faso on 
6 March, which then went down to Danane on the border 
with an Ivorian military escort. 


[Banny] But I am really astonished that with such precise 
-aformation, he did not draw the attention of the Ivorian 
authorities to this, and that he did not even intercept 
them. 


[Blunt] So. he was not able to intercept them, but | 
believe he did notify the Ivorian authorities. 


[Banny] Well, it is you who are giving me this informa- 
tion. 


[Blunt] What is your policy on the matter? 


[Banny] It is a constant policy. It is a policy of noninter- 
vention into the affairs of other states. 


[Blunt] But do your authorities have orders to stop the 
rebels crossing? 


[Banny] Well, Ivory Coast is a free state. It is a state 
where people move freely. lvory Coast is in the center of 
our subregion and has never crossed its frontiers to 
anybody. [end recording} 


Liberia 


UK Envoy, BBC, Ivory Ceast Blamed for Rebels 


AB1604200490 Paris AFP in French 1705 GMT 
16 Apr 90 


[Text] Monrovia, 16 Apr (AFP)}—Liberian authorities 
today accused a British diplomat serving in Monrovia of 
serving as a BBC correspondent and again attacked Ivory 
Coast, stating that this country was being used as a 
launching pad for rebel activities in Liberia. At a news 
conference, Information Minister Emmanuel Bowier 
expressed surprise about the “strange phenomenon” 
where a diplomat becomes a news correspondent. 


The minister also described as “interference into 
Liberia's domestic affairs” an interview granted last 
week to the BBC by the British ambassador in Monrovia, 
Mr. Michael Gore, about the situation in Nimba County 
(northeast), where a rebellion is taking place. However, 
he declined to name the diplomat involved or to state 
what measures the government intends to take. 


Mr. Gore had told the BBC that the capital of Nimba 
County, Sanniquellie, had been captured by the rebels. 
The government at one time had refused to admit that 
the town was in the hands of the rebels. 


The minister also stated that Ivory Coast was being used 
by the rebels to enter Liberia. He added that arms and 
ammunitions from Burkina Faso were being supplied to 
the rebels through Ivory Coast. 
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Mr. Bowier also stated that Abidjan had insisted that a 
diplomatic note requesting the extradition of captured 
rebels be translated into Freach tefore measures can be 
taken. The minister said that such an attitude showed 
that Ivory Coast was supporting the rebels, who are 
fighting against Liberian forces in Nimba County, which 
share a border with Ivory Coast. 


‘Proof on Ivorian Connection Cited 


AB1604213690 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Excerpt] Information Minister Emmanuel Bowier says 
the new revelation from a BBC report this morning that 
truckloads of arms have come through Cote d'Ivoire 
|:vory Coast] to the rebels in Nimba County has given a 
new angle to the rebel incursion. Minister Bowier, who 
was speaking at a news briefing at the Information 
Ministry today, indicated that up till the BBC report this 
morning, there have been allegations and speculations 
that Cote d'Ivoire was being used as a transit point for 
the rebels. But today’s revelati.im was the first proof: 


[Begin Bowier recording] You've also heard the inter- 
view of the minister of defense of the Ivory Coast today. 
Elizabeth Blunt of the BBC interviewed him and asked: 
Why is it that the Ivory Coast allowed (several) trucks 
containing arms and ammunitions to pass from Burkina 
Faso through Ivory Coast to Liberia, escorted by Ivorian 
military personne!. And he said he was not aware. And 
Elizabeth Blunt told him that Liberian Ambassador 
Harold Tarr formally lodged a complaint to the Ivorian 
Government regarding this, and he said he was not 
aware of that. And then Elizabeth Blunt also asked him: 
Why is it that you have done nothing to stop the 
movement of rebels from the Ivory Coast to Liberia and 
back, and he said that the Ivory Coast is a free country 
and they do not infringe upon the movement of people? 


That is a new angle to the whole situstion. All these 
times, there have been speculations as to what is hap- 
pening now. You have heard from the same BBC that 
arms and ammunitions in trucks were passed through 
the Ivory Coast and given safe conduct by Ivorian 
military personnel, from Burkina Faso to the Ivory Coast 
to Liberia 

And so, the link from Libya to Burkina Faso through the 
Ivory Coast to Liberia is being established. And so, we 
can safely state that the earlier confessions of those rebels 
who were captured in December, who said that they were 
trained in Libya, they were [words indistinct] through 
Burkina Faso and then to Liberia, and they were 
(?passed) through Libya, through Burkina Faso, to the 
Ivory Coast, and then to Liberia—we can safely say that 
these assertions by the rebels who confessed were, in fact, 
true. [end recording} 


Well, journalist James Durbar, a local correspondent of 
the FRENCH NEWS AGENCY [AFP] took up the 
minister on this issue when he asked Minister Bowier if 
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government was now thinking about breaking dipio- 
matic ties with neighboring Cote D'Ivoire in the light of 
the new revelation linking the country to rebel activity: 


[Begin recording] [Bowier] The Government of Liberia 
has no intention of severing relations with the Ivory 
Coast because they choose to use their territory as they 
have been using it. We have no intention of doing that. 


[Durbar] Have you heard that the borders with the Ivory 
Coast are closed? 


[Bowier] Not closed. [Words indistinct] you will note 
that the Ivorian ambassador is still in Monrovia and 
(?drives) around freely without any problems. [end 
recording] 


Another serious point raised by Information Minister 
Emmanuel Bowier at the press briefing today was, as he 
put it, an ambassador sitting (?at a safe distance in 
Mamba Point) who has turned a correspondent. 


[Begin Bowier recording] You also saw a strange phe- 
nomenon involving [words indistinct] | believe you 
watch BBC very well and there is a program on BBC 
called: From Our Correspondents [as heard]. And 
strangely enough, a diplomatic representative near this 
capital was being (7hosted) by the BBC on that program 
From Our Correspondents. And this was a strange phe- 
nomenon [words indistinct] over the last few days, when 
diplomats become correspondents reporting from the 
field and from a safe distance in {Mamba Point), is 
prophetizing and analyzing situations at the point of the 
conflict, and he is not saying anything definite, but is 
saying that: | believe and | think and I am not too sure. 


When you consider all of these, our press, the Liberian 
press [words indistinct} and from the questioris you ask, 
and you will also be briefing us. My question to him 
today is: Are these not strange happenings in diplomatic 
circles? If they are, did the press miss that point? If the 
press did not miss the point, what is happening? [end 
recording] 


Minister Bowier there throwing out a challenge to tne 
Liberian press. [sentence as heard] Although Minister 
Bowier never named who the ambassador was, it was 
clear that he was talking about the British ambassador, 
Mr. Micheal Gore, who last Friday [13 April] granted an 
interview on BBC. Well, in that interview, BBC's Robin 
White asked Ambassador Gore where fighting between 
rebels and government troops was taking place at the 
moment. [passage omitted] 


UK Envoy Remarks Criticized 


AB1604223490 Monrovia Radio ELWA in English 
2000 GMT 16 Apr 90 


[Text] BBC apparently heard of Minister Bowier's remarks 
about the ambassador today and decided to call him up: 
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[Begin recording] {BBC announcer] The Liberian Gov- 
ernmeat is clearly unhappy about comments made at the 
end of last week by the British ambass2dor which were 
put here on the BBC. The ambassadox said that foreign 
residents of Yekepa in Liberia's Nimba County, have 
fled the town cf [words indistinct} Nimba County capital 
Sanniquellie, to Liberian rebels. Today, Information 
Minister Emmanuel Bowier held a press conference at 
which he raised the issue. On the iine to Monrovia, 
Robin White asked Mr Bowier what it is in the ambas- 
sador’s remarks that he is objecting to: 


[Bowicr] Well, it was rather strange that ambassadors are 
becoming foreign correspondents, and | was surprised that 
the ambassador has now become a BBC correspondent. 


[White] Are you saying that the ambassador should not 
give out information that they have about the situation? 


[Bowier] | am not saying so. | may ask: Is he a corre- 
spondent of the BBC? 


[White] Oh no, he is not. 
[Bowier] OK, what was he saying? 


{White} | think we were asking him what had happened 
to British subjects in Yekepa, that’s why ne was talking. 


~ [Bowier] Oh, | see, because in this interview [words 


indistinct] and he said that the rebels have taken over the 
entire Nimba County, was the same interview, and | 
wondered [words indistinct] he was saying, whether he 
has become a correspondent speaking more than 300 
miles from the scene and talking about what he had 
heard. There was nothing definite the ambassador could 
say, because he was more than 300 miles away and he 
was saying what he had heard. 


[White] | think he heard for a fact that these people had 
left Yekepa after the fall of Sanniquellie. Isn't that all 
reasonable ‘o say that? 


[Bewier] Yes. | might ask you: Is he one of the many 
ambassadors you have been having on your programs, or 
is he the first” 


[White] Are we [words indistinct] spoken to ambassa- 
dors before? 


[Bowier] Oh, | see. We have not read that before. It was 
rather strange because [words indistinct] where incidents 
requiring that such an ambassador wants to know the 
(?details), the Foreign Office or the Foreign Ministry is 
where he should get such a fact? 

[White] Might you make some trouble for the ambassador? 
[Bowier] Pardon? 


[White] Might you make some trouble for the ambassador? 
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[Bowicr] No, no need of doing that. The Ivorian ambas- 
sador is living here in peace and harmony, and the Ivory 
Coast has been implicated in this situation, and he is 
living here in peace and harmony. Why should the 
British ambassador be in any way affected? 


[White] [question indistinct} 
[Bowier] No, we do not do that here. We do not do that here. 


[White] So, will you be warning him not to give any more 
interviews to the press? 


[Bowier] No, he is free to give interviews. We are also 
free to comment on what he says. There is 2 free press in 
this country. He is free to continue to be a correspon- 
dent, and we are free to continue to comment on what he 
corresponds about. 


[White] [Words indistinct] Mr. Bowier that you have 
now introduced some kind of censorship in your 
country? 


[Bowier] There is no... [changes thought] What do you 
mean by [words indistinct] 


[White] Have the local journalists not been told that they 
must clear all their stories with the Ministry of Information? 


[Bowier] You have a wrong impression, very wrong impres- 
sion. You must not clear anything with the Ministry of 
Information. All they have to do is to get the government's 
side of any story relating to the government before publica- 
tion. You cannot just publish one-sided stories from 
someone in the street and do not get the government's side. 
Any good school of journalism, any good training place, 
including the BBC, will tell you so. 


[White] But what happens if they can’t get confirmation 
from the government? 


[Bowier] If they can’t get confirmation from the govern- 
ment, then they are welcome to go and say: We requested 
the government’s clarification and could not get that 
clarification. 


[White] They could then go ahead and report the informa- 
tion? 


{Bowier] They can go ahead and report what they want to 
report and siate that the government had no comment to 
make, and then there will be a balanced story. [end 
recording} 


* Doe Reassures Mandingos on ‘Rebel’ Actions 


34000128A Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
30 Jan 90 p 7 


[Article by Philip N. Wesseh] 


[Text] “You are citizens of this country; if anyone tells 
you that you are not citizens, tell them that he or she is 


WEST AFRICA 23 


not a citizen too,” President Samuel Kanyon Doe told 
members of the Mandingo ethnic group yesterday. 


Speaking during a meeting with Mandingo citizens at the 
Monrovia City Hall, Dr Doe said that the notion being 
harboured by many persons that the Mandingoes are not 
citizens “is a black lie’. He recounted that many centu- 
ries ago, the Mandingoes, Vais and the Golas were the 
principal citizens engaged in trade; and then he won- 
dered how can another group say the Mandingoes are not 
citizens. 


Yesterday's meeting came several weeks after rebel 
forces entered the country through Nimba County by 
way of Ivory Coast and allegedly killed innocent citizens 
and destroyed two towns—Karnplay and Butuo. It was 
further alleged that the Mandingoes were one of the 
ethnic groups singled out by the rebels to be killed. As a 
result, it is said that many Mandingoes were killed. 


The President said yesterday that the problem in the 
country was not a “question of citizenship, but a ques- 
tion of greed for power.”’ He said some people were bent 
on destroying this country at any cost, but God will not 
allow them to succeed. 


Dr Doe said the situation in Nimba County shou!d be 
the concern of all peace-loving citizens, and that 1 was 
time for citizens to do away with tribalism and segrega- 
tionist tendencies and work together for the develop- 
ment of this country. He also admonished Liberians to 
fight their common enemies in anyway possibic. 


The Liberian leader, whose extemporaneous remarks 
were punctuated with wild applause from the citizens, 
asked them not to be “discouraged” by the harsh treat- 
ment meted out to them by the rebels. Dr Doe wondered 
how those who are claiming to come to free this country 
could kill innocent citizens. 


Meanwhile, the President has appealed to the citizens to 
ask their relatives who fled the country because of the 
invasion, and are now in neighbouring countries, to 
return home and contribute towards national develop- 
ment. He urged the citizens, mostly Muslims, to pray to 
Allah so that this “ugly situation will not be repeated.” 


The Mandingoes, according to the 1974 population 
census were about 15,000 in Nimba which may be 
approximately reached 40,000. This ethnic group can 
mostly be found in Nimba, Lofa, Grand Cape Mount, 
Grand Gedeh and Bong countries. They are mostly 
business-minded, wi.o are *ugaged in cattle raising, 
transportation and mining (,0Ild & diamond). 


* Reportage on Nimba County ‘Rebel’ Attack 


* Defense Minister Statement 
34000507A Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
5 Feb 90 p 3 


[Text] Defense Minister Brigadier General J. Boima 
Barclay says the Liberian government is not at war with 
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the citizens and residents of Nimba County but the 
dissidents who are using the county as their base. 


Addressing a cross section of citizens and foreign residents 
of Sanniquellie, he said the government was doing every- 
thing possible to protect them from dissident attack. 


The Defense Minister who is in Nimba, along with Army 
Chief of Staff Henry S. Dubar, was ordered by President 
Samuel K. doe recently to proceed to the county and 
warn his men against harassing peaceful citizens. 


A Ministry of Defense press release issued here said Min- 
ister Barclay, however, cautioned the citizens against har- 
boring the dissidents and appealed to them to report to the 
authorities the hideouts of the armed dissidents. 


For his part, General Dubar called on the residents to 
cooperate with government forces in their efforts to weed 
out the remaining dissidents from Nimba. He said the 
government was committed to protect them at al! costs. 


Responding on behalf of the citizens, Mr Musa Jabateh 
said they wo 'd fully cooperate with the troops in their 
bid to uproot the remaining dissidents. 


* Rebuttal of Opposition 


34000507A Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
1S Feb 90 p7 


[Text] The deputy director-general of the national Social 
Security & Welfare Corporation [NSS&WC], Mr Jackson E. 
Doe, says the recent opposition’s allegation that President 
Doe’s statement that the 199i voters’ registration funds had 
been diverted to fight rebels was a political gimmick to delay 
the 1991 general elections, “is prematurely embryonic, 
unpatriotic and egotistically selfish.” 


He said the President’s “sagacious move” to direct the 
relevant government agency to disburse the funds to fight 
rebels in Nimba County was in line with his true leadership 
ability to maintain peace and stability in this country. 


In an article entitled, ““The Need to Face Reality”, Mr 
Doe said the opposition’s concern about the 1991 elec- 
tions implies that they are more interested in the elec- 
tions rather than the peace and stability of the country, 
and wondered whether any political group would expect 
elections if the nation is facing instability. 


The NSS&WC deputy boss recalled that Dr Doe 
assumed the leadership of this nation after the nation 
had been under an undemocratic one-party system for 
over 130 years, and ushered in the multi-party system. 


“With such unique history made in our political system, 
is there any reason why the President will today use 
political gimmicks to defeat the opposition in main- 
taining the presidency?” Mr Doe asked. 
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Mr Doe said President Doe’s move to inform the 
Liberian nation of the diversion of funds allocated for 
voters’ registration to fight rebels was a demonstration of 
his honesty to always brief the Liberian people on the 
day-to-day activities of government. 


He said mature politicians, both the ruling and opposi- 
tion politicians, should always speak the truth to their 
people, adding, “The worst thing for any leader to do is 
to lie to his people.” 


Mr Doe said President Doe is not like some politicians 
who delight in deceiving their people by promising 
things they cannot deliver. 


He said the promise made in 1979 by some so-called and 
self-styled politicians that they could imiport rice for a 
very low cost and sell it to the Liberian people at $9 per 
100-pound bag, when the government of the day was 
contemplating increasing the price of rice, was one of the 
causes of the rice riot in 1979 and is a case in point. 


Mr Doe emphasized that Dr Doe is still determined to 
ensure that the 1991 elections are held in spite of the 
armed insurgency in Nimba County. 


He questioned the role of the opposition in forestalling 
the insurrection in Nimba County, adding, “What have 
the opposition politicians done to help curb the situation 
that caused the loss of many innocent lives?” 


Mr Doe has meanwhile assured the Liberian people that 
the April 14, 1979 episode which was masterminded and 
agitated by some so-called progressive elements cannot 
and will not be repeated. 


* Letter to Editor 


340005074 Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
13 Feb 90 p 4 


[Excerpt] Mr Editor: 


I'd like to join with the many weeping citizens of Nimba, 
especially the Manos and Gios, to commend Hon 
Johnny Kpor who is the only one as citizen of Nimba 
and official of Government to speak out against the 
inhumane and unpatriotic behavior of the Mandingo 
citizens in the county (Nimba) during and after the 
December 24, rebel incursion. 


* Minister Reviews Loan, Debt Situation 


34000508A Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
14 Feb 90 pp 1, 1° 


[Article by Maureen Sieh} 


[Text] Liberia is to shortly benefit from a $300m loan package 
from the African Development Bank [ADB] if it completes its 
indebtedness to that institution by the end of March. 
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Liberia is among the delinquent countries to the ADB and 
has been under maximum sanctions for the past 4 years. 


Disclosing this in an exclusive inierview last week, 
Finance Minister Emanuel Shaw said Liberia paid about 
$34m against its $65m debt to the ADB last December. 
Minister Shaw said $30m was provided under a “switch 
portfolio” loan by the Nigeria Trust Fund, which is an 
arm of the African Development Bank, while $4m was 
provided by the Liberian Government. 


The loan from the Nigeri:: Trust Fund was made possible 
through the efforts of the Liberian leader, Dr Samuel K. 
doe, based on the bilateral relations between the two 
countries. 


The Nigeria Trust Fund is set up to help African countries 
that are in serious financial crisis and who do not qualify for 
lending from the ADB. It is a structure adjustment loan that 
will be used to pay back other loans in order to qualify for 
lending. To qualify for this fund one has to get permission 
from the Nigerian Government. 


Minister Shaw said the Nigeria Trust Fund provides a 
five-year grace period and takes 20 years for repayment. 
He said under this loan, Liberia would be paying at a 
lower interest rate of 4 percent. 


Minister Shaw said government is presently negotiating 
for a bridge loan from a local bank for the other $30m to 
complete its payment to the ADB, thereby making it 
current with that institution by the end of March. 


Minister Shaw said as soon as this payment is made the 
ADB would resume operations with Liberia. 


The $300m loan would be used for infrastructural 
projects to be identified by the Liberian Government 
and is expected to cover a period of 3 years. 


He also disclosed that $700,000 was paid against 
Liberia’s debt to the African Development Fund last 
December, after which the Fund provided a $3m grant to 
help Liberia manage its international debt. 


Minister Shaw said this grant is technical assistance 
which will provide for complete computerization of the 
National Bank, and the Ministries of Planning and 
Economic Affairs and Finance. 


He said the computerization of these institutions would 
strengthen the institutional framework for debt manage- 
ment. It is expected to begin in March. 


Minister Shaw said each of these institutions would be 
headed by an expert while a team leader would be based 
at the Ministry of Finance. 


“We want to set up a system,” Minister Shaw said, 
“whereby we will be able to settle our debt situation.” He 
said there will also be short-term training for the local staff. 


WEST AFRICA 25 


On the question of Liberia’s debt obligation to the 
International Monetary Fund and the World Bank, Min- 
ister Shaw said that the government is doing everything 
possible to develop a structural adjustment program that 
would be acceptable to these institutions so that they can 
begin operating in Liberia again. 


Liberia owes the IMF almost $300m and the World Bank 
$100m. He said that over the past 7 months government 
has been paying at least $500,000 to these institutions on 
a monthly basis. 


“This is a difficult thing”, Min. Shaw said; “‘and we may 
never be able to pay back this amount. But we are trying 
to find a way to generate the needed foreign exchange to 
service our debt with these institutions”. 


He said at present the IMF wants the government of 
Liberia to freeze its debt by coming up w'th a monthly 
payment of $4.5m. “This government cannot do so”’. 
Minister Shaw said, “but we are trying to work out 
something with them”. 


* LIMCO Makes First Iron Ore Shipment 


34000128B Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
Jan 90 pp 1, 6 


[Article by John K. Forkpa: ““LIMCO Begins Ore Ship- 
ments” 


[Text] The Liberia Mining Company (LIMCO) made a 
first shipment of 62,300 tons of iron ore on January 27 
aboard the vessel “Global Dream”. 


This was disclosed to the Daily Observer in Buchanan by 
the assistant general manager of LIMCO, Mr Ulf Hen- 
ning. Mr Henning is also operations manager for 
LIMCO’s Buchanan operations. 


He said this first shipment was bought by LIMCO’s 
principal customer, SOLLAE, and is destined for Fos Sur 
Mer in France. 


Mr Henning also revealed that LIMCO has a stockpile in 
Buchanan of up to 300,000 tons of shippable orc, suffi- 
cient for another five shipments of equal tonnage. Ore 
mining resumed in Nimba on November 30, 1989, and 
processing began in Buchanan shortly thereafter. 


Speaking on the capacity of the LIMCO operations, Mr 
Henning sid the Nimba mines produce a train-load 
holding 90 tons per day, five days a week, while the 
washing plant in Buchanan can process up to 4.! million 
tones of ore annually. 


He said SOLLAE, LIMCO’s major customer, is playing a 
leading role in the European steel industry and is also 
expected to play a key role when the Mifergui mining 
project kicks off. 


Meanwhile, LIMCO presently has a workforce of 480 
workers and 245 staff employees, including expatriates. 
There are also contractors and supplementary workers in 
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both Yekepa and Buchanan. Employment is at the 
moment limited to former LIMCO employees on the 
basis of last out, first in. 


* Paper Comments on Rice, Cement Prices 


34000508B Monrovia BUSINESS DIGEST in English 
6-8 Feb 90 p 2 


[Text] Reports of arbitrary increases in the price of U.S. 
parboiled rice and locally produced cement is quite 
disturbing. Notwithstanding the stipulated price of $25 
for 100 pound bag of “pussawa” rice and $8.00 for big: 
cement produced by CEMENCO, we are hearing stringe 
trends that suggests that the prices for the two commod- 
ities are pegged between $40-$45 and $10-$12.50 respec- 
tively on the local market. 


The scenario is perpetuated against the backdrop of 
government’s own controlled price and an appeal to 
business houses, especially operators of Super-markets to 
reduce prices of their commodities during a meeting 
with business people by the President of Liberia, Dr 
Samuel Kanyon Doe. 


One is baffled to learn that despite the hue and cry over 
the price of rice released by government, some unscru- 
pulous traders are bent on disrupting the price mecha- 
nism to wreak suffering on consumers. As a stable, the 
rice commodity has assumed political weight in that the 
“common man” and the affluent Liberian’s lifespan 
seem to survive on the commodity, thus any unrealistic 
approach to its supply and demand could erupt serious 
repercussions, perhaps repeating the history of the ugly 
rice riots. 


The action by the Commerce Ministry in arresting over 
50 rice retailers is quite interesting. We feel that the 
authorities should stretch their net far to arrest the 
greedy wholesalers and middlemen who want to maxi- 
mize profits at all cost. When arrested, they should be 
prosecuted for economic sabotage. 


Turning to the cement issue, we begin to smell-a-rat on 
the situation, in that, questions still hung on the image of 
CEMENCO factory. 


By creating “Artificial” shortage to the ordinary con- 
sumer, is it not suggesting the truth in the remarks made 
by President Samuel! Kanyon Doe last year during the 
meeting with the business people that it wants a new 
producer price for cement” It does beat one’s imagina- 
tion to learn that, middlemen, not even those who 
registered with the corporation, get large consignment 
right from the factory and sells them at alarming rates to 
helpless consumers. And CEMENCO cannot say it is 
ignorant of this ““murderous” anti-consumer acrobatics. 


We suggest that CEMENCO wake up to its responsibil- 
ities with a humane face. Let it concentrate this time on 
registered retail outlets, whose names must be published 
for consumers to be aware of their locations, and also 
specifying the price for which they are to be sold. 
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On the other hand, since the monopoly for cement produc- 
tion and distribution originally entrusted to CEMENCO is 
broken by government pronouncement, we wish to appeal 
to the business entities to accept the challenge to bring in 
quality cement, for if there is more supply of cement on the 
market, it would afford price stability. 


As the housing business is still rough we suggest that the 
authorities coordinate with CEMENCO and other 
importers of the commodity to find lasting solution to 
price sabotage by uncanny self-styled cement dealers. 


Senegal 


* Commentator Fears East Bloc ‘Formidable Arsenal’ 


34190072B Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
22 Dec 89 p8 


[Article by Abdou Sow: ““The Tanks of Perestroyka’’] 


[Text] Among the foreseeable consequences for Africa of 
the democratic opening of Eastern Europe, the only one 
mentioned so far has been the shift of the financial 
resources Our continent has been receiving up to now to 
those countries. Financial institutions have been alerted 
and the major Western heads of state have also been 
warned of the danger: Africa could collapse if it were no 
longer to receive the support of the International Mon- 
etary Fund [IMF] and the World Bank, as well as the 
public aid of the United States, Western Europe, and 
Japan. Soothing replies have been given to African 
leaders by their interlocutors. 


However, the greatest danger lies elsewhere: it is the 
formidable arsenal! built up by the two blocs during the 
cold war, in view of the prospect of a traditional con- 
frontation. Today these millions of tons of arms of all 
kinds have been rendered useless by the changes that 
have occurred in East-West relations and in the former 
Soviet satellites. Now that the specter of war in Europe is 
more distant, all these weapons need to be revised. 


In fact, it is hard to imagine that countries as economically 
disjointed as most of the Eastern European states would 
consent to heavy expenditures to maintain military equip- 
ment, when they have deliberately turned their backs on 
war—following agonizing re-appraisals—and have opted for 
economic cooperation to resolve their future relations with 
Western countries. But there is plenty of destructive hard- 
ware to be resold in the region! The Soviet Union alone has 
some 53,000 combat tanks, while the Warsaw Pact countries 
have a total of 14,000. In the West, the figures are more 
modest, of course, but there is more than is needed for the 
upcoming period of peace. 


What is to be done then with these tens of thousands of 
armored vehicles? Moscow is suggesting that a number 
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of them be converted into tractors and other farm vehicles. 
But that will not put a significant dent in the stock. 


This is where the danger lies. The price of a combat tank 
will drop as a result of the sudden over supply, since it is 
likely that the socialist countries, which are adopting 
economic reforms, will have substantial needs for finan- 
cial assistance and will sefl off cheaply this cumbersome 
inheritance of a period, which can be regarded, without 
being overly optimistic, as in the process of fading out. 
And who is going to rush in to pay for these frightful 
playthings? The Third World, of course. And especially 
Africa. Already between 1971 and 1985, the developing 
countries bought $286 billion worth of arms, or nearly 
one-third of their accumulated debt during the same 
period. They go into debt to arm themselves; this is one 
of the reasons for the disastrous economic situation of 
the poor countries. 


Africa ranks second in these acquisitions, after the 
Middle East and before Latin America. The gun mer- 
chants provide every facility imaginable, on condition 
only that people buy their instruments of death: traasfers 
of technology, subsidized loans, and especially fabulous 
under-the-table incentives and substantial commissions, 
which highly encourage corrupt regimes to arm them- 
selves to a point beyond what is reasonable. And the 
dignitaries of these regimes get rich beyond one’s wildest 
imagination. 


After feigning ignorance of this situation for a long time, 
two years ago the World Bank began to draw the atten- 
tion of the poor countries to the excessive military 
spending that was placing a heavy burden on govern- 
ment finance, and which at the same time was unpro- 
ductive and would, therefore, not help in debt repay- 
ment. Given the attitude of developing countries, which 
turned a deaf ear to these very polite remarks, Barber 
Conable, president of the World Bank, decided to 
unequivocally denounce this situation at the Annual 
Assembly of the IMF and World Bank held in Wash- 
ington last September. 


““Low-income countries,” he disclosed, “allocate about 
20 percent of their government budget to defense.” In 
the part of his report devoted to military spending, Mr. 
Conable continued his denunciations: “In the mid-80"s, 
military spending in developing countries exceeded the 
entire amount devoted to health and education. 
Although a number of national budget items were cut, 
the $200 billion that developing countries spend each 
year on their armed forces have been largely spared.” 


One may be shocked to learn that developing countries 
spend four times more on arms than on the health of 
their people. If we are not careful, this trend may be 
accentuated with the probable initiation of the largest 
arms Sale in history. For in addition to the tanks, there 
are also missiles to destroy them and planes to carry 
these missiles. To cite just the best, most prestigious 
brands: Exocet, Stinger, Rolan, Milan, SSI, Hot, Tow, 
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and Aragon, to name a few. And their prices will probably go 
down, as will the price of MiG’s and other fighter planes. 


We could be sarcastic and say that for once goods 
manufactured in the north are going to be cheaper. But 
this is not the time for jesting. There is a real danger of 
seeing Africa inherit this whole garbage can of death, 
especially because the end of the cold war is also going to 
put a large number of military experts of all sorts out of 
work, and they would be more than pleased to continue 
their career as instructors in Africa, rather than change 
jobs and become workers in plants to convert combat 
tanks into harvesters and reapers. 


The Organization for African Unity should sound the 
alarm immediately and prevent its member countries 
from making a tour of the military armaments market as 
revised by the end of the cold war. For in situations such 
as this, it is enough for an African head of state— 
especially the ones who are generals—to succumb to the 
temptation to over arm at cheap prices so that his 
neighbor will do the same, to avoid being a defenseless 
victim if the other should ever decide to amuse himself 
with his new playthings. And this reasoning could cover 
the entire continent. 


In that case the most minor crisis, the most minor border 
incident would be a pretext for a bloody, endless conflict. 


* Diplomatic Steps for Conflict Resolution Noted 


34190086A Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
9-16 Feb 90 p 3 


[Article by Mamadou Ndiaye: “Senegal-Mauritania: 
Small Steps Toward Peace} 


{Text} Perhaps we needed to smell gunpowder to return 
to a better frame of mind and talk. At any rate, after a 
few military skirmishes the conflict between Senegal and 
Mauritania is earnestly dodging toward peace. 


For Senegal and Mauritania, the time for shouting abuse 
at each other is past, but there is still not much love 
between them. The wound opened by the bloody events 
of April is not healing yet, but gangrene was prevented— 
wasn’t it?—just in time. The war on the airwaves, which 
lasted a long time before being relayed by the deadlier 
war with weapons, is now relenting, which is conducive 
to talks. Taking advantage of this prospect for peace, the 
Senegalese and Mauritanian ministers of foreign affairs 
were to meet in } aris last weekend with the Egyptian 
state minister for foreign affairs, Mr. Boutros-Ghali. The 
object of the three-party meeting was to find a solution to 
the Senegalese-Mauritanian conflict. The meeting was 
not announced officially by either party, but it was 
expected and very likely to take place. 


Twice in less than one month, Ibrahima Fall and Cheikh 
Sid’Ahmed Ould Baba met discreetly in the French 
capital in order to renew their dialogue around Boutros 
Ghali, whose country presides over the Organization of 
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African Unity (QUA) and the commission created to 
settle the Senegalese-Mauritanian dispute. The choice of 
Paris is probably fortuitous, as the Egyptian statesman 
has been there in convalescence since the beginning of 
December. In addition, and this is the most significant 
factor, France has a dual involvement in the conflict as it 
used to be the trustee for both belligerent countries. 
Besides, after their first conversations with Boutros 
Ghali, Fall and Ould Baba were received separately by 
the head of French diplomacy, Mr. Roland Dumas. For 
the time being, nothing has transpived of their respective 
meetings in private with Mr. Dumas, but both ministers 
informed French officials of the content of their conver- 
sations with the Egyptian state minister. 


France supports the Egyptian initiative and appears 
satisfied with the turn now taken by the negotiations to 
resume talks between Dakar and Nouakchott since dip- 
lomatic relations were broken off in August 1989. Yet, in 
May : f that year, Francois Mitterrand had sent Roland 
Dum 's to Nouakchott to defuse the strong tension that 
prevailed at the time. The escalation that followed 
further showed the limitations of the French mediation, 
which Mauritania denounced as taking Senegal’s side in 
the conflict. Then Paris withdrew in favor of Cairo, so as 
to give Mubarak all chances in his diplomatic offensive. 


Egypt, however, was not the only one to offer its good 
offices. The Maghreb, too, was getting active. Like 
Morocco, Algeria, and Tunisia. Saudi Arabia, too, fol- 
lowed by Gulf countries, the most active of which was 
ur deniably Kuwait. Kuwait presides over the Islamic 
Conference, but was chosen by Mauritania to represent 
its interests in Dakar when relations were frozen. Dakar 
immediately responded by expressing its preference for 
Morocco, like Mauritania, a member of the Arab 
Maghreb Union (UMA). Hence, the embarrassment of 
the Nouakchott colonels who experienced another set- 
back with the strong success of Senegalese diplomacy at 
the meeting of the OUA summit in Addis Ababa. While 
this diplomatic ballet eliminated Kuwait and Morocco 
right away, on another level it opened a breach into 
which several countries rushed. 


However, things fell into place only when the Tunisian 
Human Rights League offered its mediation, giving as a 
pretext the meeting of the International Human Rights 
Federation (FIDH) in June 1989 in Paris. The FIDH 
chairman, Dr. Moncef Marzouki just ended a working 
trip to Senegal. With the intimate conviction that it is 
urgent to hold a mect'ng in Rosso in order to end the 
suffering of the displaced populations. 


Tacit Complicity 


Many official and unofficial Algerian and Saudi envoys 
have gone to Dakar and Nouakchott. At the meeting of 
the large Algerian-Mauritanian joint commission, last 
November, the Algerian minister of foreign affairs, Sid 
Ahmed Ghozali, discloced his government's intention to 
Start another mediation in order to “achieve conditions 
for a normalization of relations between Senegal and 
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Mauritania.” He was to arrive in Dakar today, con- 
vinced that a settlement of the “humanitarian” question 
is likely to relieve the tension resulting from the 
exchange of artillery fire by the two armies, along the 
valley. On the question of indemnities for the victims on 
both sides, Algeria is said to have solutions that might be 
accepted by the belligerents. Without being in the least 
suspect of tacit complicity, Saudi Arabia is following the 
same approach. 


King Fahd had even prepared a scenario to ensure the 
success Of his initiative. This scenario may well have 
inspired the World Islamic League, which invited Diouf 
and Taya to make the Oumra (small pilgrimage to 
Mecca). The occasion would be propitious for reconcil- 
iation after cleansing the souls. But Diouf did not agree. 
At least, he said so implicitly when he confided to the 
French daily LA CROIX that he is opposed to any 
meeting with Taya, as he views such a meeting as a pure 
“symbol” that would be rejected by the Senegalese. 


For Abdou Diouf, therefore, the problem is deep-rooted 
and must be tackled at the roots. In other words, the 
border issue does not have to be settled first, but he 
would also not allow the Mauritanians to overlook it. 
For, he was to say, “every country needs a political, legal, 
and territorial identity.” Aware that diplomacy is not 
easy going, Diouf invoked the Decree of 33, of which his 
country and Mauritania have inherited, to restore peace 
in the region. For the first time, and openly, the head of 
State acknowledged the Padalale incidents, since he 
admitted that Mauritania had fired at Senegal. 


This episode of the conflict put many an official in a cold 
sweat. Especially since a few shells recovered on the left 
bank proved that Iraq was involved in the conflict. There 
is now evidence that it provided logistic support to the 
Mauritanian Army. This is something that Dakar offi- 
cials cannot understand and view as ingratitude because 
Senegal had taken sides for Iraq during its war with Iran. 
It is said that to salve his conscience Iraq has invited the 
army chief of staff, Gcnezal Mamadou Mansour Seck, to 
make a working trip to Baghdad. We do not know yet 
whether the invitat’on was accepted or postponed. 


By opening a military front, Mauritania inteuded to 
exert pressures on Senegal and force it to negotiate. Or, 
failing this, to prolong tension with the ulterior motive of 
compromising the OIC [Organization of the Islamic 
Conference] summit of 1991, for the organization of 
which the Senegalese Government has received no less 
than 40 billion. That summit means a lot to Diouf, and 
he is struggling hard to minimize the troubles from 
Nouakchott while multiplying his initiatives at home in 
order to probe public opinion. To this effect, an informal 
unit is said to operate at the Presidency of the Republic. 
It would be headed by Jean Collin, who would collect all 
feedback for consistency’s sake. The purpose of this 
agitation would be to organize a vast awareness cam- 
paign on the peace theme, when the time is right, in 
order to erase resentment. 
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This is the objective of all mediations in the Senegalese- 
Mauritanian conflict. Their credo af ears to be to forget 
the past and focus on the present. But the management 
of frustrations remains the big unknown. 


* Skirmishes Escalate at Mauritanian Border 


34190078A Dakar FAG.ARU in French 
Feb 90 p 6 


{Article by Idrissa Diop: “Senegal-Mauritania: Dead 
People, Blood, and Tears” 


[Text] It is a wartime situation, an undeclared war under 
way in the valley of the Senegal River. Howitzer rounds, 
rockets, and the firing of automatic weapons by the 
Mauritanian Army have caused many casualties among 
the Senegalese civilian population. The Senegalese 
Army, itself, has suffered some losses, including one 
dead and several wounded of all ranks: one corporal, one 
sergeant first-class, an adjutant, and a lieutenant. That 
happened during the first 10 days of January 1990 in 
Padalal and Ngawle, located respectively in the Depart- 
ments of Matam and Podor. These two departments 
have suffered from the firepower of the Mauritanian 
Army which, after having bombarded Dondu on 7 
January, moved northeast toward the Department of 
Bakel. The war has settled down. 


Daande Maayo Area Is No Longer Safe 


On the morning of 14 January a drive through the city of 
Matam showed us a population that was apparently calm 
and going about its normal concerns. In places there 
were small groups of armed soldiers. 


On the afternoon of 14 January we visited Diamel, a 
village about six kilometers from Matam. This village 
had been attacked by the Mauritanians on several occa- 
sions in October and November. The most recent attack 
occurred on 20 December 1989. Bullet marks were 
visible everywhere on the walls of houses and on the 
trunks of trees. No one had died. One fisherman was 
wounded. A few sheep and goats had been killed. Con- 
siderabie fire had been directed at this village (7.5-mm 
rounds and perforating tracer bullets). Since then, ele- 
ments of the Senegalese Army have set up positions in 
the village, where the residents are faced with a serious 
problem. The Mauritanians have confiscated the fields 
that they were cultivating. No one goes to his farm. At 
the end of the past winter season allotments of land were 
distributed to the villagers in areas classified as “forest.” 
A village leader said bitterly that “all of the operations by 
the Mauritanian Army are aimed at taking the land away 
from our people and making them leave. We will not 
leave here, even though the Daande Maayo area (the 
valley of the Senegal River) is no longer safe.” 


On 15 January we went to Dondu, located about 20 
kilometers from Bokidiawe, the capital of this rural 
community. Dondu, which is still in mourning, ts a 
desolate place to see. The Mauritanian gunfire resulted 
in the death of Samba Nierry Konte, while Yaya 
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Soumare and Baba Souwoy Ly were seriously wounded. 
About 20 houses were destroyed. Dondu has bee» aban- 
doned by three-quarters of its residents, who le! every- 


thing and took refuge in Nguijilon, Thilogne, Gaoudale, 
and Bokidiawe. A few people have tried to return. Little 
by little, the local school is resuming its normal activity. 
In the nearby areas of Woudourou and Sadel, the people 
are still on the alert. In view of the damage caused, the 
use of fragmentation shells, and the type of ammunition 
used, we can understand this. The Mauritanian Army is 
using large mortars, rocket propelled grenades (RPG), 
12.7-mm guns, and submachineguns. 


News about a Mauritanian attack on a village near 
Damga-Ndiawar reached us on the afternoon of 15 
January. On 16 January we left for Ourossogui, where 
the 2d Light Infantry Company, led by Captain Ngom, is 
encamped. The people of the valley speak of him with a 
certain amount of admiration. 


On the road to Matam we received confirmation of a 
Mauritanian attack on the night of 15-16 January. In 
effect Dolol, a small village 22 kilometers from Matam 
and Hodobere, was hit. Cattle were the principal targets 
of the Mauritzaian soldiers. 


Who Contruls the River? 


The attacks also affected Dembancane, 130 kilometers 
away on the road to Bakel; in Bakel an attack was 
expected on 17 January. Similar reports state that in 
Wompu (a Mauritanian village), Haratine tribesmen are 
being trained in the handling of weapons under the 
supervision of Mauritanian officers. A detachment of the 
Senegalese Army is now stationed in Dembancane to 
guard the grain fields. A program for the protection of 
the people was adopted as a matter of urgency and put 
into practice. 


It is painful to describe how, in this area, Senegalese 
soldiers are having difficulty in maintaining contact and 
in obtaining supplies. Connecting Dembancane and 
Adebere or Houdoubere, || kilometers away, in a “Uni- 
mog” vehicle, which has to be pushed to start its engine 
is not good for morale, particularly when nerves are on 
edge. Having to borrow a wagon to go to Lobali hardly 
facilitates the work of an Operational Liaison Detail 
(DLO). For the effective protection of the people, there 
are other things that need to be seen to urgently. 


One observation we made is that as a general rule the 
Mauritanian Army makes surprise attacks at various 
times of day and for different lengths of time, forcing the 
Senegalese Army to deploy in the villages along the left 
bank of the Senegal River. Mauritanian light artillery 
and infantry move frequently along the right bank of the 
river. The Mauritanians take the initiative in starting 
artillery bombardments and exchanges of rifle fire. On 
the Senegalese side of the river the villages, which are 
usually occupied by darkskinned Africans, now seem to 
have very few people in them. The Goumieh (Senegalese 
soldiers wearing turbans and dressed in long robes, 
which hide their weapons) fire at pointblank range at 
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anything that moves on the river, thus ensuring their 
control of it. The light artillery supporting the Goumieh 
is very mobile. The |2.7-mm guns are mounted on Land 
Rover or Toyota vehicles. 


It is clear that hostilities have gone well beyond the stage 
of skirmishes or firefights said to have been caused by 
Mauritanians deported from Senegal who sought to 
recover their property, including livestock, in particular. 
In the valley, the war is becoming more serious. Hardly 
two days go by without the sound of guns and the cries of 
distress. It is not unusual to hear people denounce the 
governments of Abdou Diouf and Ould Taya for reasons 
easy to understand. At present, a wartime situation has 
developed in the valley. There is a growing risk that 
heavy artillery will soon go into action. What can be 
done to prevent this from happening and to get people to 
settle down and reestablish peace? 


* Mauritania Said To Profit From Casamance Woes 


34190072C Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
7 Dec 89 p 3 


[Article by Doudou Sagna: “Separatist Turbulence] 


[Text] A war with no name in the north, status quo with 
Guinea Bissau, a certain tension with Gambia, and now 
Casamance, are giving us reasons for concern. in the 
southern part of Senegal, separatists, according to con- 
curring sources, have decided to proclaim the “indepen- 
dence” of their region on 25 December 1989, the anni- 
versary of the events of 1982. Everything seems to imply 
that tis proclamation will have lasting effects and that 
the separatists are trying to get people's attention and 
resurface after the eclipse they suffered as a result of the 
Senegalese-Mauritanian conflict. 


Problems along the northern and southern borders, ine 
tense foreign policy situation, and the growing insecurity in 
Our major cities made us forget for a moment what has been 
known as the “Casamance issue” since December 1982. 


The release of some of the pro-independence prisoners 
who were arrested at the time of the various crises and 
the arrival of a delegation from Amnesty International 
reinforced the atmosphere of calm. Now information 
coming from the south has just put an end to this 
apparent return to normalcy and is heralding an uncer- 
tain future. In a leaflet-document dated 13 November 
1989 and circulated in Ziguinchor by the Casamance 
“Separatist” Movement, we read that: “Casamance is 
demanding its independence on 25 December 1989.” 
Eatitled “The Casamance Response to Jean Collin,” this 
1 1-point text constitutes, in fact, the separatists’ rejec- 
tion of the government proposals for negotiations and 
compensation, which, according to the document, were 
transmitted by the state minister and secretary-general of 
the Office of the President of the Republic, who made 
several secret visits to Casamance in the space of a few 
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months. A devout Muslim dignitary had also partici- 
pated in these negotiations last August. On the separat- 
ists’ side was the famous Ansoumane Bodian, who had 
been arrested and imprisoned for five years before being 
released. 


As far as the separatist movement is concerned, “dia- 
logue and negotiations can only take place through the 
Casamance political prisoners who have already been 
released or are still being held in Senegalese prisons.” 
Moreover, they have turned down the government's 
offer to pay compensation of 300 million CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs to the families of the 
“wounded, dead, or tortured” victims. 


Father Augustin Diamacoune Senghor is regarded as 
“the only valid and unyielding spokesman for the Casa- 
mance vis-a-vis the Senegalese authorities.” In a letter 
dated 13 July 1989 and addressed to the governor of 
Casamance, Father Diamacoune wrote: “| am proposing 
a peaceful solution, and Abdou Diouf is proposing a 
revolution to me.” In the face of what it considers to be 
delay tactics, the movement is demanding the “release of 
all Casamance prisoners and the cessation of supplies of 
equipment and arms to ethnic groups of Senegalese 
origin residing in Casamance.” If this is not done, it will 
be war if “Senegal forces it on us.” In the meantime, 
Casamance officials participating in the negotiations are 
called “traitors of the Casamance nation.” For the time 
being, although all this information has not been offi- 
cially confirmed, it is unofficially denied. Moreover, it 
has been learned from reliable sources that Mauritania ts 
trying to profit from the situation prevailing in Casa- 
mance. Members of the MFDC (Movement of the Dem- 
ucratic Forces of Casamance) are making regular calls at 
the Mauritanian Consulate in Banjul. Nouakchott has 
supplied the MFDC with arms, ammunition, and 
money. Is there a Mauritanian-Gambian connection to 
create unrest in Senegal? 


If that is confirmed, tensions between the three countries 
could mount even further and compromise the ongoing 
mediation efforts. 


* Border Inhabitants Feel Abandoned by State 


34190072A Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
19-26 Jan 90 p 3 


[Article by Ndodou Mamadou Sy: “Alone in Their 
Misfortune™’] 


[Text] Everything started at Doondu. This village had 
6,000 inhabitants at the last national census. It 1s seven 
km from Bokidiave, very close to the river. On Sunday 6 
January at about 12 PM, the women and children went 
as usual to the market and the fields of Walo, on the 
banks of the river. Some of them noticed troop move- 
ments on both sides of the Senegalese and Mauritanian 
borders. The most alert noticed questionable behavior: 
“We did not try to understand,” said Sileye Gueye. The 
misfortune did not take long to arrive. As soon as they 
had returned to the village, the shooting began. 
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They do not know who started it, the Mauritanians or 
the Senegalese. In any event, they spent the rest of the 
day under cross-fire. The skirmishes resulted in one 
death (Samba Kone) and two wounded; one of whom, 
Yaya Soumare, was seriously wounded in the arms anc 
buttocks. Eight buildings, including the Doondu Post 
Office, were severely damaged. Four cows and eight 
sheep died under the fire of the Mauritanian Army. 
Everything was shaken in the unfortunate village. The 
merchants closed their shops. They took their merchan- 
dise to Bokidiave in carts and automobiles. 


Only the village store managed by the village association, 
which had an investment of 8 million worth of merchan- 
dise, remained open. It enabled the 3,000 inhabitants 
still left to cope. Nearly half the population cleared out. 
Some are in neighboring villages. The “luckiest” ones 
were taken in by relatives who came from Dakar, France, 
and Ivory Coast. Public transportation made constant 
trips to carry the inhabitants. 


The disarray is profound among the people who stayed 
behind. There is no more school; the four classrooms in 
the village are closed. The clinic is not in operation. The 
only sign of hope left is the village chief. He pays visits to 
the families and advises them. The soldiers are still in the 
streets. The big question is the absence of the authorities. 
There is no prefect or governor. “It is as if they wanted 
to abandon us,” said a young person. This impression 
has spread to Matam Department. The same thing 
happened in Podor Department as in Ngaoule. The two 
events took place on the same day and at the same time. 
“There is some meaning to this,” a school teacher said. 


No less important is the question of the origin of the 
Mauritanian bullets. According to a well-informed 
source, they were Soviet and Chinese. “That complicates 
the situation,” he added. The origin of these bullets 
could, however, confirm the idea that Iraq, who gets its 
supplies from these countries, recently supplied arms to 
Mauritania. 


Finally, one source of fear lies in the risk of famine in the 
region. “We are not fishing any more,” one of the villagers 
maintained. This has been the case since the start of the 
cnflict. By drawing from the river, the Mauritaniais have 
managed to cultivate their fields and those of the Sene- 
galese. On the Senegalese side, the fear of an attack has 
caused the people to abandon the fields. The results are 
disastrous, according to a farmer. The price of millet has 
already climbed in the region. Last year’s poor harvest is one 
reason for this. The arrival of repatriates and refugees has 
not helped the situation either. 


Will Mauritaria put Senegal in a state of wer” \ number 
of parameters are involved in the conflict. Are they 
trying to create terror or a war psychosis? This has 
virtually been done already. Do they want to starve the 
people to create unrest in the region? They are in the 
process of doing this. Are they going to conduct separate 
raids? After Diawara, there was Padalal, Doondu, and 
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Ngaoule. Observers present in the region point to other 
“pockets” of future operations. Especially as long as 
“groups of young people invade Mauritania to bring 
back livestock.” 


War has always been the result of a series of frequently 
innocuous events. The government must bring an end to 
this policy of silence. Regionalist sentiments constitute 
real threats to our nation. It is easy to move quickly from 
them to claims’ ‘ndependence, in view of the feeling 
of abandonment ,__ - ailing in the valley. 


* ‘Interference’ in Gambian Affairs Rejected 


34190078D Dakar FAGARU in French 
Dec 89 p 1 


[Text] In a previous issue of FAGARU we warned that 
we should not try to organize a coup d'etat to attempt to 
play with the future of Gambia once again. This warning 
should be addressed to the Diouf government by all of 
the Senegalese people. The latest developments |n our 
bilateral relations will have serious consequences. 
Already, in some places, and particularly in Gambia, 
exaggerated nationalism is emerging in response to state- 
ments by the neocolonial government under Diawara, 
who is indignant about the action (we will come back to 
this matter later), which the Senegalese Government has 
taken regarding the movement of goods and people 
between our two countries. It is dangerous to arouse 
expressions of extreme nationalism in one country or the 
other. The conflict between Senegal and Mauritania 
adequately reveals the horrible consequences, which 
may flow from such behavior. That is enough already, if 
it is not already too much. 


* Significance of Abdallahi’s Departure Discussed 


34190086B Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
8 Feb 90 p 12 


[Article by Babacar Toure: “Mauritania: Ousting of Ould 
Abdallahi;, The Fall of a Hawk”} 


[Text] Last Sunday, the all-powerful Mauritanian min- 
ister of interior, Djibril Ould Abdallahi, fell, a victim of 
what had made his strength: power. This is the fate that 
all Nos.2 must expect if they cannot manage to get the 
means to become No.! or to make a clean sweep. By 
dismissing the man considered to be actually in power in 
Nouakchott, the Mauritanian head of state has at least 
two objectives. First, he tries to demonstrate to those 
who doubted it, and their numbers were increasing, that 
he has th» situation well under control. Then, his gesture 
seems to signal that he is favorably disposed toward a 
negotiated solution to the conflict that opposes his 
country to Senegal [as published]. How did Ould Taya 
manage to rid himself so impeccably of his factotum, a 
man who had managed to have everybody against him, 
in particular the black African populations who blame 
him for the Mauritanian Government's policy of racism 
and despoliation. 


32 WEST AFRICA 


The power of the former minister of the interior rested 
on his control of the country’s domestic and foreign 
security system. He put all his stakes on the cold repres- 
sion of black Africans, the dismantling of the P2‘athist 
apparatus—which was soon reconstituted—tribal alli- 
ances and ethnic divisions, in particular by playing other 
black African nationalities against the Halpuralen who 
were leading the open opposition to the government. To 
prepare for the smooth departure of his factotum, Pres- 
ident Ould Taya used a circumvent.ng strategy. The 
position of head of national security, under the supervi- 
sion of the ministry of interior, is duplicated by a 
director of state security. This position is held by Mr. 
Dadahi, 2 cousin of the head of state from whom he gets 
his orders directly and to whom he also reports directly. 


The army chief of staff, Colonel Ould Minnih, nephew of 
the first president of the republic, Mr. Moctar Ould 
Daddah, 1s flanked by an assistant, Colonel Ould Lekhal, 
a member of Presidi-nt Taya’s tribe. The nephew of the 
head of state commands the company of the army 
headquarters in the Nouakchott district, and another 
relative of ir. Taya’s commands the special unit that 
protects the president. The military commands for the 
north and south regions are entrusted to two other 
members of the president's tribe, Sidi Ahmed Ould 
Sabbar and Ould Boilil. As for the national guard, its 
chief of staff, Colonel Brahim Ould Ahoune Ndiaye 
comes from the same town (Atar) as the chief of state. 
Security, intelligence, and the army being thus under 
control, Maaouya [Taya] could then consider dispensing 
with the services of the man he used so well, in order to 
give proof of his peaceful dispositions to Mauritania’s 
many partners. In doing this, he hopes to redirect the 
anger of the Mauritanians to his fallen associate whose 
responsibility in the events, which are tearing apart 
Mauritanian society and jeopardizing its relations with 
Senegal, cannot in truth be exaggerated. 


However, the Mauritanian chief of state can hardly hope 
to be convincing if he retains the chauvinistic, repres- 
sive, and criminal administrative military setup incar- 
nated by gangsters like the commissioner for the Rosso 
region, Cheikh Ould Mohamed Salem, or the notorious 
commissioner “Carlos” who operates in Kaedi. These 
two men, implacable Nasserian leaders, were the zealous 
executioners of nameless crimes and cruelties against the 
black African people of the valley. The Rosso commis- 
sioner, Cheikh Ould Mohamed Salem was working to 
sabotage Senegalese-Mauritanian relations long before 
the painful events of April. The people of South Mauri- 
tania describe him as a product of the Iraki Gestapo. 
This opinion is shared by many Moors in the region, who 
do not hide their discontent as the economic situation 
continues to deteriorate daily. 


The sudden price increases that followed the conflict 
with Senegal are a tragedy for the people who were 
already overwhelmed. One kilo of carrots used to cost 80 
ouguiyas (about 400 predevaluation CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs): it now costs 300 ouguiyas 
(about 1,500 predevaluation CFA francs), and the price 
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of one kilo of rice has increased trom 40 to 90 ouguryas 
(450 CFA francs). The fall of the national currency, the 
Ouguiya, has also had terrible consequences for the 
Mauritanian economy. Today, all travelers agree that 
you need at least 1.400 ouguiya for 5,000 CFA francs, 
whereas, originally 1,000 ouguiyas were exchanged for 
5,000 CFA francs. The rate of exchange on the black 
market is about the same as through official institutions. 


Socially, stagnation has noi spared the Moors in the 
south and southwest who, before the conflict, used to get 
no less than 60 percent of their resources from compa- 
triois operating in Senegg!. 


This is the context in which we must evaluate the 
changes that took place last Sunday in Nouakchott. 
Colonel Sidina, who just replaced Djibril Ould Abdallal.i 
at the ministry of interior, is from Boutilmit, like the 
present chief of staff, Coionel Ould Minnih. Both are 
said to be in favor of a rapid peace with Senegal. Both 
belong to the Ahel Guibla tribe (Ould Daddah’s tribe), 
which traditionally has ties to black Africans and, like 
most other Moor tribes in the region, is generally 
opposed to the war, as it 1s bad for their business. In this 
respect, the Moor tribes the most eager to mobilize for a 
punitive war against Senegal are those of the north and 
center whose exchanges (in terms of both trade and 
relations) with the people in the south and east of the 
country are less intense. 


Still, nothing is settled yet in Nouakchott, where uncer- 
tainties are compounded by apprehensions as to the 
behavior of the head of state: people wonder whether his 
judgment will be affected by the death of his wife last 
month, who played a discreet part bui had much influ- 
ence on the Mauritanian leader. 


* SOPI Trial Deemed Attack on Press Freedom 


341900734 Dakar WAL FADJIRI in French 
26 Jan-2 Feb 90 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Mamadou Ndiaye: spelling of proper names 
as published; first two paragraphs are WAL FADJRI 
introduction] 


[Text] The verdict that has just been handed down in the 
case against our colleagues at SOPI opens the door to a 
number of suppositions commensurate with what is at stake. 


“An attack on freedom of the press” is the cry by one 
side, while on the other, the number-three man in the 
PDS [Senegalese Democratic Party], Marcei Bassene, 
thinks differently, saying: “There is a difference between 
SOPI and the PDS.” 


The SOPI reporters and their publication manager now 
know their fate. The court had scarcely opened its 
session yesterday, 25 January, before the presiding judge 
of the regional court announced its decision: Cheikh 
Khoureyssi Ba, the publication manager, was sentenced 
to one year in prison, Mamadou Oumar Ndiaye and 
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Mbagnick Diop each received a 3-month prison sen- 
tence, and Khaave Fall was sentenced to six months in 
prison, all without possibility of remission. It was an 
outcome reflecting the seriousness of the offenses of 
which the defendants were found guilty. 


In the indictment, Mamadou Omar Ndiaye, SOPI's editor 
in chief, and Mbagnick Diop were accused of complicity in 
provocation of the Army, with the principal in the first 
degree being the newspaper's publication manager himself, 
Cheikh Khourreyssi Ba, who was also charged with defama- 
tion of a minister in the exercise of his duties. Khadre Fall, 
a contributor to the newspaper, was charged with complicity 
in an offense against the chief of state and with dissemi- 
nating false reports. 


The defendants have a.ypealed and the result is suspen- 
sion of the arrest warrants that might have been issued 
against them. So thanks to the quick action of their 
lawyers, they are out on bail pending a decision by the 
appeals court. 


The outcome of this t1 ial was a long time coming. Three 
successive continuanci’s and one day in court—last 16 
January—marked the progress of this legal dispute, 
which was punctuated by a series of pleas for dismissal 
on the part of the defense attorneys. The prosecutor's 
stubborn determination to confound the defendants and 
the defense attorneys’ obsession with clearing their cli- 
ents of any suspicion of wrongdoing during the session 
on 16 January gave a foretaste of the dispute to come. 


The jousts between lawyers did not fail to arouse the 
interest of the crowds that have shown up for every step 
of this marathon trial. They were there again at yester- 
day's court session, which concludes—at least for the 
moment—the action brought against SOPI by the gov- 
ernment through the Public Prosecutor's office. 


Because the courtroom was too small to hold everyone, 
the crowd wandered around in the narrow streets sur- 
rounding the tiny regional court house. Despite the cold, 
they stayed there in a compact group: militants with 
attentive faces awaiting news and relatives keeping 
watch near the main door, which was being sternly 
guarded by a squad of gendarmes acting as sentries. 
Several personalities from different backgrounds were 
there, not to mention the large number of fellow 
reporters from various newspapers. 


All that curiosity by so many different people ts 
explained by the fact that beyond the court action 
against SOP is a less visible strategy aimed at restricting 
the prerogatives of the Senegalese press. It is true that 
several journalistic variables exist within the Senegalese 
press, but at least they have the merit of enriching the 
media landscape more than they impoverish it. That is 
what makes it so original. 


But for some time now, there has been a clamor of 
exasperation with SOPI's battering tactics, which have 
consisted of putting matters that ought to have been 
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confidential in nature on public display. Hence, the 
irritation of those in power, who want to halt, at all costs, 
what they consider behavior going beyond the bounds of 
what 1s ethical. 


SOPI is a newspaper that reflects the views of the PDS. 
As a result, its editorial stance is necessarily partisan. To 
combat it, the better course would no doubt have been to 
use weapons similar to those it uses. Choosing instead to 
use structures supposedly embodying neutrality to 
restrict freedoms would be comparable to failing to 
respect the separation of powers or even, simply, an 
abuse. And infringement of rights is a misuse of law. 
Perhaps we should reflect on the thought by the German 
philosopher Ernest Bloch: “When fear and lies disap- 
pear, the state finds it very difficult to exist or to inspire 
greater respect.” 


* LD/MPT Opts for Marxism, Democratic Change 


34190077A Dakar FAGARU in French 
Feb 90 p I 


[Editorial by Yero De: “What Questions Are We 
Asking?”’] 


[Text] Minister of Commerce Oumar Sy Seydina has 
confirmed his “order” to the director of the Interna- 
tional Foreign Trade Center. Although the management 
of this center, seeking to ensure the profitability of their 
facilities, may ‘we thought that our application would 
provide them w..i a new opportunity for profit, the 
minister, a former diplomat and a quick convert to 
authoritarianism, refused to rent us the space where we 
planned to hold our congress. The congress of the 
LD/MPT [Democratic League/Workers Popular Move- 
ment] will, therefore, take place on 16-17 February 1990 
at Cinema Masic, Avenue Cheikh Ahmadou Bamba. 


Among the rank and file, the di: cussions are open and 
very animated. In a democratic party like ours, debate is 
a continuing requirement. However, holding this con- 
gress provides a good time to review our party's efforts 
and activity, the way in which our structures function, 
and how our members have behaved, whatever their 
responsibility or the party element to which they belong. 
This is also the best time to make proposals. Those that 
will be adopted by the majority of those attending ‘he 
congress will commit the whole party, until reality raises 
questions about how petiinent they are. 


However, in concrete terms, what are we talking about? 
Some people tell us, with a sly smile: “Realism should 
force you to discuss perestroyka and to abandon 
Marxism at your party congress.’ Those people might as 
well die of disappointment right now, because there is no 
question of renouncing Marxism in any of our party 
elements. The founders of Soviet Russia adopted 
Marxism when there was no experience with building 
socialism. Following Marx and Engels, they placed their 
bets on man, on the proletariat and on its ability to put 
an end to the exploitation of man by man, and on 
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establishing sociai justice. They followed their own path 
on the basis of their historical heritage and the con- 
straints of their environment. They have had enormous 
successes and failures. They think that the time has come 
to correct what they should have done, often despite 
their own inclinations, because of the existence of a 
hostile environment and a given culture. Their own 
experience, that of the past as well as of the present, 
certainly enriches our ideology. However, in no way can 
their experience be substituted for our ideology. As far as 
we are aware, perestroyka, according to Gorbachev him- 
self, involves “more socialism!” In any case, this is the 
objective sought. 


Other peorle are truly disappointed that we are not 
engaging in the kind of discussions that made the com- 
munist parties of Easiern Europe fall apart. Without 
looking any further than the end of their noses, these 
people blame that development on the dogmatism of 
their leaders. We are sorry for them, but their wishes and 
arbitrary actions do not yet constitute orders for us. 
Neither is political life, in our view (at least for the 
moment!), a matter of style. Although party members 
may be interested in perestroyka and in everything that 
iS NOW going On in Eastern Europe, if we ask ourselves 
the right questions, we never wanted and we still do not 
want our party to be a weather vane, turning to every 
breeze. Mimicry is foreign to us, and our only wish is to 
know how to identify, at any given time, the interests of 
our country, of our people, and of the Senegalese masses, 
and to serve them. As a matter of priority, our tactics and 
our policy are determined in complete independence, in 
terms of national realities. 


Therefore, the debate under way is going to try to 
identify the best possible path for change and revolution 
in Our country and to allow the party to improve its 
performance. How can we contribute to bringing in the 
democratic change that our people have been awaiting 
for such a long time? How can we make this change 
respond to the aspirations of the masses of the people? 
How can we relate this change to the revolutionary 
process in our country? How should we handle internal 
democracy and organization in the party, its activity 
among the masses, its political activity, its internation- 
alist relations, particularly in Africa, in view of our firm 
choice of Pan-Africanism? How should we develop the 
party press? We are reflecting on all of these questions 
and on others as well, without any sense of dogmatism. 
We will have the good fortune to bring forward and to 
submit to the judgment of the Senegalese people our 
answers to these quesi‘ons at the time of our congress, 
which will take place in the presence of the new members 
already coming into the rank and file of the party. This 
will be a great, national meeting of political realism. 


* Students Hold Sit-In Over Unfulfilled Promises 
34190074B Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 25 Jan 90 p 10 


[Article by Simon Meiedje and Nicole Kluyjtmans: 
“New Sit-Ins at the University] 
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[Text] The Dakar Students Coordinating Group (CED) 
Organized two sit-ins at the dean's office on Avenue 
Cheikh Anta Diop during the week 12-20 January 1990 
to remind the authorities that the 1988 agreements were 
not being fulfilled. These two strikes were also a prelude 
to a “martyrs” day on 22 January. It was to clarify all of 
this that the CED organized a press conference in the 
Soweto room on Monday. 


“We are inviting the minister of higher education to a 
debate on the probiems at the university to be broadcast live 
on radio and television, as soon as possible.” This is the 
challenge put forward by the CED during its press confer- 
ence. Several days ago Babou Cisse, a member of CED's 
social committee, said with regard to the hullaba/oc at the 
wiversity: “Everybody here is sick of the same old prob- 
lems. This is to remind the authorities of our existence,” 
Cisse said in reference to the two sit-ins organized on the 
campus. At first the students all gathered in front of the 
Coud on 12 January and then, four days later, they gathered 
at Ensept where the scholarship committee was meeting. 
The facts are that nothing has changed since the 1988 
agreements, and the situation has even worsened. Students 
have not received their scholarships for the first quarter. 
Moreover, the committee has refused to apply the 1988 
provisions regarding the age limit. Finally, with regard to 
the students who had already repeated a year of the first 
cycle and were not allowed to repeat it again [“cartoucha- 
rds"}], the missed ye ; was accounted for. “The same treat- 
ment must be accorded to everyone and at all levels, * the 
CED explained. Although the scholarship problem is the 
major issue, there is also the matter of Coud, and the 
improvement in the teaching situation at Cad University. 
Because the latter exceeded its capacity, Gaston Berger de 
Saint-Louis University had to be opened, but with all the 
necessary accompanying measures. The agreement protocol 
of the 1988 strike also included provision for the financial 
recovery of Dakar University through a large Italian project. 
The CED notes with bitterness that this famous project is 
only a dream, despite its very ambitious program. Another 
fact is that even with an increase of {.8 million CFA 
[African Financial Community] francs in Coud’s budget, 
social problems have worsened to an alarming degree. 
People have to wait in line for hours to receive terrible food 
(rotten meat). Moreover, for the students in the Faculty of 
Sciences who have continuous classes all day long, the wait 
iS too long, or else there is nothing left wher they finally get 
to the food. Everything requires patience: eating, receiving 
medical care, finding a room. The ball is in the authorities’ 
court to prevent new unrest at the universities. 
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* Shortages Create Volatile University Situation 


34190074A Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
19-26 Jan 90 p § 


[Article by Abdourahmane Camara: “Tension Is Mounting™] 


[Text] The 1989-90 university year has been calm so far. 
But let us not be deceived: all of the ingredients for a 
university crisis are in place, and no appropriate reaction 
on the part of the government authorities is discernible. 
This crisis, which is brewing, will not be averted by 
appeals °o patriotic sentiment, such as the ones launched 
last Wednesday by the minister of higher education to 
the students who came to meet with him. The longer the 
government authorities allow the situation to worsen, 
the more violent the explosion will be. 


The first signs appeared on 18 December 1989 with the 
strike by the students of dentistry. They are graded on 
the basis of their clinical work. To perform this work, 
they need to have dental chairs. Now this is what is 
lacking the most in the two clinics operated by the 
department, and even the ones they have are defective. 
Their strike lasted until 11 January, when the govern- 
ment finally decided to release ten million in funds to 
repair the chairs in the clinic locatec on the second floor 
of the building housing the department. Courses 
resumed, but the problem is still virtually the same. 


Then came the matter of reorientation. Last December, the 
reorientation committee recorded 376 applications sub- 
mitted by students who failed to pass the first year and were 
unable to obtain a waiver. But only 76 students were 
reoriented. The ones left on their own protested by orga- 
nizing a sit-in in front of the dean's office, which decided to 
reconvene the «_m—.0ttee in the next few days. 


That is not all, for at Coud, the situation got worse. 
There was no more medicine, syringes, or medical ser- 
vices, because the Center of University Services was in 
arrears on its accounts with its usual suppliers and it 
could not pay. The same thing is true for the restaurants, 
and Coud did the best that it could in this regard. The 
result was that restaurants opened a bit later, the lines 
grew longer, and the closing times were not extended. 
This posed a major problem for the students in the 
Faculty of Sciences, who have long class days. To sound 
the alarm and thus avoid the risk of an explosion, on 12 
January the students protested by staging a sit-in in front 
of Coud. The situation has not, however, changed. 


But let's talk about the difficulties that the students of 
the Faculty of Sciences are facing. In the first year of 
physics and chemistry (PC), there are 736 students. In 
order for them to attend the electricity course, they were 
divided into two groups with two professors who are 
supposed to give exactly the same course. This is against 
all teaching practices. And to this is added the fact that 
many students have not yet done any practical exercises 
(TP) because they do not have a room. The only solution 
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the authorities have come up with is to excuse from TP 
all the repeating students who averaged at least 12 in 
these subjects. This will be the situation until the pre- 
mises occupied by the Ministry of Industrial Develop- 
ment are remodeled and equipped. 


Shortage of Teachers 


For the time being, 62 guided work groups (TD) have 
been sacrificed—the classrooms are largely insuffi- 
cient—while there is a shortage of 32 instructors for this 
faculty alone. So despite the fact that it has continuous 
classes, the Faculty of Sciences still cannot solve its 
problem of an overabundance of students. The new 
education reforms are accompanied by an increase in 
hours, but the problem of a shortage of teachers has not 
been resolved. The result is that time is used according to 
the availability of professors. 


The shortage of instructors is also felt in the Spanish and 
Portuguese departments, which have three assistants each. 
But in the English department, the brainteaser is the first 
year where there are | ,400 students who have to be split into 
two groups for the main courses. And despite this, many 
students have to sit on the floor to take their classes. 
First-year history and geography students are facing the 
same problem, which the authorities tried to solve by 
borrowing two classrooms from CESTI [Center for the 
Study of Computer Science and Technology] and EBAD 
[ea, ansion unknown] for several of the 20 TD groups. And 
the hist is far from being exhaustive. 


So all that is needed is a small spark to make the 
Situation at the university explode. And it could come 
from the assignment of the new scholarships, which on 
17 January shut down a number of the Faculties (Arts, 
Science, Law) where sectoral general assemblies were 
held. Following these assemblies, a decision was made to 
organize a sit-in at ENSUT [expansion unknown] where 
the scholarship committee was meeting. But when the 
students arrived there, the members of the committee 
had already left. The group then turned toward the 
dean's office before holding a 30-minute sit-in on Cheikh 
Anta Diop Avenue. 


It was to discuss this matter of scholarships that a 
meeting between the ministry and a delegation of stu- 
dents was held in the Administrative Building at 6 PM 
on 17 January. The students reproached the authorities 
for having failed to apply the criteria decided by the 
commission set up by the committee to monitor the 
agreements between the government and the students— 
especially the criterion dealing with the students who 
have already repeated a year of the first cycle who, 
according to the students, were supposed to be able to 
join in the competition as soon as they moved on to a 
higher level, rege-diess of their previous failures. The 
solution found by Sakhir Thiam was to suspend the work 
of the scholarship committee until the committee on 
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criteria headed by Tanor Dieng, director of the office of the 
President of the Republic, could take up the issue again. 


Even if a compromise based on the previous agreement 
is reached, there are plenty of catalysts for a university 
crisis on the campus. 


* Bank's Development Mission May Be Stifled 
34190074C Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
4JanWpé4 


[Article by Thierno Gningue: “Rebirth of the People’s 
Credit Bank” } 


[Text] A gloomy atmosphere prevails at the Senegalese 
Nationa/ Development Bank (BNDS). The current staff 
there is made up of the people who escaped the reorga- 
nization, and operations are moving slowly. Limits are 
imposed on withdrawals for people holding accounts. 
The birth of the future People’s Bank, a merger between 
the BNDS, Sonabanque [National Banking Company], 
and SOFISEDIT [Senegalese Financial Company for the 
Development of Industry and Tourism], is awaited 
impatiently. According to a reliable source, it will be 
ready to begin operations next 2 February and will be 
called the “People’s Senegalese Credit Bank,” a financial 
institution that is coming back after having disappeared 
for over a quarter of a century. In fact, it was merged 
with the former Senegalese Development Bank in 1964 
to form the BNDS. 


Is the solution to the crisis of the banking system to be 
found in colonial reconquest? That is hard to believe, 
especially since right after independence, the people who 
wanted to attain their objectives (the country’s develop- 
ment) by means of what was feasible (the creation of 
banks) were <onvinced that they needed to have the 
controls in their hands by holding majority shares in the 
capital of many banks and by even establishing new units 
that would be described as “development” institutions 
(development banks). 


The key to this development is thus found in the hands 
of those people who, instead of making good use of this 
excellent financial instrument, the banking system, 
engaged in lax administration. 


Will the future bank really be a people's bank? The 
increased foreign capital and the possible presence of 
French expatristes in the bank imply a credit policy that 
will favor French firms in the country and thus turn the 
institution away from the objective that it should have. If 
it is to be a people's bank (at least in name), it will have 
to respond to the need to adapt to the traditional 
structure of banking institutions that has been especially 
effective in attracting personal savings: the informal 
sector, with the specific case of the “tontines.” In any 
event, the red tape and rigid management that have 
characterized banks must be eliminated. 
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* Debate, Education May Defuse Casamance Split 


34190078B Dakar FAGARU in French 
Feb 90 p § 


[Article by Yaya Jaata: “Casamance: You Said Northern 
and Southern!”] 


[Text] Since 22 December 1989 the problem of Casa- 
mance is again facing Senegalese political circles. It very 
properly concerns all of those who are concerned about 
the preservation of national unity and the future of the 
people of this southern region of the country whose 
geography and history have tended to strengthen its 
distinct character. 


Blind repression will never solve this thorny question. 
There must be a national debate involving all of the 
political groups to bring out what is really at stake and to 
arrive at solutions which, while preserving national 
unity, will consider the special character of Casamance 
and of all of the outlying areas of the country that are 
now left out of the process of determining development 
volicies. 

However, as of now it is smportant to define the Casa- 
mance problem, while avoiding, in particular, the cre- 
ation of a psychosis among those called “northerners” in 
the region. In fact, since the beginning of these events, 
none of the northerners has been victimized. It would be 
dangerous to arouse reflex feelings that have never 
existed in Casamance. 


If you make a sociological! study of Casamance (particu- 
larly the area of Ziguinchor;, you will realize that there is 
no region as cosmopoli/an as this in Senegal (with the 
exception of Dakar). It can be stated that Casamance 1s 
a particularly good example of a multi-ethnic region. 
Ethnic groups began to mix together at an early date and 
their products are referred to as Mandingue, Ba Nouk, 
Manjak, Oulof, Pulaar, Serere, etc. All of the family 
names in this subregion of Africa are found in Casa- 
mance. And the Joola ethnic group thus accepted all of 
those who came to live there in peace. 


It was the quarrels of factions within the Socialist Party that 
gave the distinction between the words “northern” and 
“southern” its present, emotional character. To defeat Sy as 
mayor of Ziguinchor, his opponents pictured him as a 
foreigner. The same situation exists in Bignona between 
Bassirou Cisse and other figures. These quarrels within the 
Socialist Party can, of course, be outlets for population 
groups that are already frustrated by their being left out of 
consideration in a region, which was described only revently 
as the bread basket of Senegal. To that pattern should be 
added the behavior of certain administrative authorities 
(governors, prefects, and subprefects) -vho have acted like 
veritable colonialists. 


The rush of some of our compatriots toward verdant 
Casamance, following the long period of drought, is 
going to overwhelm the existing social and economic 
situation. Those moving to Casamance are going to 
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benefit from generous handouts from the administrative 
authorities. They now control the fishing and lumber sectors 
of the economy at the very moment when people indigenous 
to the region are excluded from this kind of activity. 


Another source of frustration: when you go through the 
history books used in our schools, nowhere will you find 
a description of the heroic struggle of the people of 
Casamance. No mention is made of Djignabo, Alioune 
Sane, Fode Kaba, and. more recently, Aliin Siitoe Jaata. 
How can you expect the youth of Casamance, who must 
draw their spiritual nourishment from history, to under- 
stand such prejudice? 


The state media give pride of place to foreign culture, to 
the detriment of national culture. Those cultures perhaps 
considered to represent a “minority” in the south are 
totally ignored. What has been done since independence 
so that the peoples living in Senegal may get to know 
each other? What has been done to help to eliminate 
these prejudices held for a long time by those who were 
charged with educating and administering the people? It 
is not the use of weapons or terror that will make it 
possible to resolve the Casamance problem. It is neces- 
Sary to stop the escalation of violence. 


* Casamance Agricultural Firm Liquidation Halted 


34190073C Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
4 Jan 90 p 4 


[Article by O Diatta] 


[Text] In accordance with the president's decision, the 
Casamance Agricultural Development Company 
(SOMIVAC) will not be liquidated at the end of this year 
(1989). Because the proper conditions do not exist, it has 
been ruled that liquidation cannot take place on the 
scheduled date (31 December 1989). There are several 
reasons, two of which deserve to be stressed. First of all, 
there are administrative and legal problems. At that 
level, the liquidation procedure, which must be 
approved by the National Assembly when the latter 
passes the law dissolving the company, is not yet ready. 
The dossier (legislative bill), which must be initiated by 
the Ministry of Rural Development, has not yet com- 
pleted its rounds. Second, there is the financial aspect. 
The state, which has promised to pay the workers 
everything coming to them before liquidation takes 
place, apparently has not yet rounded up the money 
necessary for doing so. And for the workers, that condi- 
tion cannot be gotten around. It is not negotiable, since 
liquidation has always been contingent on full payment 
of all amounts due the workers. Moreover, the special 
importance of December in that southern part of the 
country means that this is not a good time to proceed 
with such an operation. So the status quo obtains at 
SOMIVAC, where the workers (or at least those who 
have survived the various rounds of layoffs) are con- 
tinuing to receive their pay, of course, but for how much 
longer” Aware that the decision to liquidate the largest 
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regional integrated company in the rural world is irre- 
versible, the workers are continuing efforts to put the 
final touches to their alternative project. Their efforts 
have led to a change in the name of that project, which at 
first was going to be known as the Agricultural Develop- 
ment and Promotion Company (SODERPROC). The 
final project, which will cost 196,586,698 CFA [African 
Financial Community] francs (to be provided partly by 
worker dues and partly by loans from financial backers), 
is nOW going to be called the Casamance Agricultural 
Promotion Project (PROMAC). At a certain level of the 
state, efforts are being made through the new general 
manager to take over the idea for the project. The idea 
behind this project is to find new jobs for some of 
SOMIVAC’s employees, to reduce the harmful effects of 
its liquidation, and to participate in the national effort to 
create jobs by setting up an integrated structure for rural 
development. That being the case, the objective of the 
project, whose slogan is “profitability-efficiency,” is to 
stimulate the production of vegetables, fruits, cereals, 
and animals, to ensure quality service in the area of rural 
infrastructures, to participate in the establishment of 
economic groups and village organizations, and to pro- 
vide for the training of young people on the integrated 
farms that will constitute rural training centers. To 
achieve those objectives, PROMAC intends to develop 
two complementary types of activity: one centered on 
the integrated farms and the other on agricultural mar- 
keting and the supplying of services. 


The project will be geared to production on the one hand 
and, on the other, to processing, marketing, and inges- 
tion [as published; possibly management or beef fat- 
tening intended]. In the short term, activities will be 
concerned with plant and animal production and the 
marketing of agricultural products. In the medium term, 
the emphasis will be on winning new domestic and 
international markets, processing agricultural products, 
and the encouragement of beef fattening. Lastly, and in 
the long term, the project's promoters intend to establish 
four integrated farms. The social fallout from implemen- 
tation of such a project, which incidentally is well- 
structured and well worked out technically, will be a 
reduction in unemployment through the creation or 
re-creation of over 80 jobs. The promoters, therefore, 
feel that two projects covering the same workers and the 
same area (SOMIVAC’s new management has started a 
rival project called Bicar) reflect a maneuver to divide 
the workers, who remain attached to their own project, 
which will soon be submitted to the financial backers if, 
indeed, that has not already been done. 


* Constraints Produce ‘Reasonableness’ in Gambia 


34190073B Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
8 Dec 89 p 13 


[Commentary by Tidiane Kasse: “Senegambia: Jawara Goes 
to Canossa;” first paragraph is WAL FADJRI introduction] 


38 WEST AFRICA 


[Text] Gambia’s destiny depends basically on Senegal. 
The Gambians have learned that lesson bitterly. And 
only two months after the confederation was put on 
hold, Jawara is knocking at Diouf’s door. 


Gambia has lasted only two months. The “child” 
thought it was mature enough to emancipate itself from 
the bosom of its family. But once on its own outside the 
circle where it had long been mothered, its escape turned 
out to be only a brief escapade, and ihe very contrite 
runaway was soon knocking at its father’s door again. 
The speech delivered by the Gambian president on 6 
December sounded for all the world like a confession of 
guilt, and its fermata was the announcement that a 
summit meei: \g would be held between the two chiefs of 
state at Dawda Jawara’s request. A perfect example of 
going to Canossa. 


As the saying goes, you don’t have to raise your hand 
against someone to correct him or make him see reason. 
By deciding to put the Senegambian Confederation on 
hold at the end of last September, the government was 
opening a new area of hostility at a time when we already 
had enough crises both internal and external. But in that 
case at least, the particulars of the problem were com- 
pletely known. Senegalese authorities have not mothered 
Jawara during the eight years that the confederation has 
existed, guaranteed his safety, and fed his regime intra- 
venously without getting to know his weak points. And 
two months of intense economic warfare was all it took 
before the Gambians got the picture. And the authorities 
in Dakar must have taken pleasure in watching the 
convulsive movements of that “ungrateful son’’ whom 
they had by the throat. 


When the gas supplied from Dakar was cut off and began 
to be in short supply, the Gambians turned to Maurita- 
nia. That gave reason to fear the formation of an alliance 
that our northern neighbors would no doubt be happy to 
exploit in view of the conflict between them and u:. But 
alas! It is not easy for a country that is practically 
landlocked to try to build its future while disregarding its 
geographical and natural extension. And that was only 
the visible aspect of an economic and financial crisis that 
Strict customs controls at the border had eventually 
imposed. Trade in Banjul was dying, and the CFA 
[African Financial Community] franc, which was regu- 
lating economic life because the dalasi had become 
worthless, was growing scarce due to strict controls over 
the transfer of foreign exchange. Smuggling was costing 
Senegal about 20 billion CFA francs per year. 


The way things were going, the business circles that had 
pushed Jawara into rebellion to delay any progress by the 
confederation toward economic and customs union were 
finding themselves caught in a trap. And the fits of bad 
temper, which were beginning to be noted from that 
direction in Banjul, must have terrified a government 
that intrinsically has never been more than a shadow of 
itself. Especially in the face of the powerful financial 
aristocracy constituted by the Akus. 
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Calculated Strategy 


It was because the Gambians no longer knew where to 
turn that they came back to the “hospitaliy” they had 
known before. But not before witnessing the high jinks of 
Minister of Foreign Affairs Omar Sey, who tried to make 
an impression by brandishing the threat of an alliance 
between Banjul and Nouakchott during the officia, 
reception of a gift of gas worth about 10 million CFA 
francs. There was also the tour of member countries of 
ECOWAS [Economic Community of West African 
States] to denounce the “obstacles” to the free circula- 
tion of persons and goods and, above all, the muddled 
outburst against the Senegalese Customs Service. 


All of that only to end up with Jawara’s acknowledgment 
last 6 December that “the spirit that governs Senegalese- 
Gambian relations predates the confederation and nat- 
urally continues even after the latter's dissolution.” That 
is a far cry from his curt speech in response to Diouf's 
decision on 23 August to put the confederation’s insti- 
tutions, which were operating only for appearances’ 
sake, on hold. And even the Senegalese Army—so 
rejected by the inhabitants and regarded as the symbol of 
the “occupation”—was honored once again for its help 
in training the Gambian Gendarmerie and Army. 


In all of this, there is no question of reconsidering the 
decision regarding the confederation. The question is 
how to help strengthen bilateral relations in place of the 
wrestling match imposed by Senegal. And yet that was 
the type of exchange mentioned by Abdou Diouf as a 
means of replacing the defunct confederation—although 
it did nut prevent Dakar from tightening the n<use 
around Gambia’s economy. A calculated strategy, no 
doubt, and one that also controls the possibilities open to 
Jawara. Because it is certain that Senegal could not really 
afford the luxury of causing instability in Gambia in 
order to bring back the situation that led to its interven- 
tion in 1981. 


Some sources in Banjul say that the summit meeting 
between Diouf and Jawara will take place on 14 December. 
It will probably not be a repeat of Kaur marking the start 
toward a new confederal pact, but at least two months were 
all Senegal needed to make Jawara see what seven years of 
caressing had caused him to lose sight of: that Gambia’s 
destiny is inseparable from, or more accurately, highly 
dependent upon, Senegal. 


* Impact of Structural Adjustment Studied 


34190075A Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
22 Dec 89 pp 20-21 


[Article by M. Ndiaye: “Ten Years, and Still There Are 
Doubts” 


[Text] Once again, structural adjustment is the issue. Not 
in the form of a seminar, as was the case in Saly Portudal 
recently, nor is it a process of explanation. This time it 
has come up in the form of a discussion initiated by the 
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Nation and Development Club. It was 15 December, and 
practically everyone in the Dakar political and economic 
circles had arranged to be present, thus revealing the 
keen interest provoked by the subject in question, that is 
to say, the structural adjustment and relaunching of the 
economy. The timeliness of the issue, on the other hand, 
needed no proof, in terms of the stakes involved and the 
outlines of solutions that are being awaited. It must have 
been a harsh task the speaker of the day undertook in 
addressing such a burning subject, which the minister of 
plan has regarded as a fine experiment. The lecturer of 
the day was Papa Alioune Ndiaye, deputy director of the 
Senegalese-Tunisian Bank, who has been described by 
Djibo Ka as an economic practitioner and at the same 
time a financial professional. 


Papa Alioune Ndiaye did his very best to get at the 
source cause of the experiment. It all began, in his view, 
during the memorable decade of the 70°s, when our 
country experienced an unprecedented acceleration of 
investments, with rates of nine, indeed 13, and even 16 
percent in 1976! This great expansion, again according to 
the deputy director of the Senegalese-Tunisian Bank, led 
to a high style of state life. As a result, beginning in 1978 
the budget deficit went to 41 billion francs. This created 
serious pressure on the national treasury, and the siiua- 
tion was aggravated by a substantial drop of about 20 
percent in peanut production, leading to a tra .e defict 
of 50 billion francs here, as well. 


In order to stop the financial bleeding, a certain number 
of measures designed to reestablish the public accounts, 
and also to halt the continuing decline in foreign assets, 
were needed. This was the reason for the Stabilization 
Plan, then the Economic and Financial Recovery Plan 
(PREF), and finally, the Structural Adjustment Plan 
launched in 1983. Because all of the solutions suggested 
taken together hardly improved the situation, the con- 
cept of orienting the adjustment program toward 
recovery was put forth. With this in view, Mr. Ndiaye 
emphasizes that adjustment means a process of 
becoming accustomed, or put in another way “adapting 
a Situation to a context.”’ Now, this context is becoming 
more difficult with every passing day, to the extent that 
access to international financing, which is, moreover, a 
basic condition of relaunching the economy, is becoming 
more difficult. 


What, then, should be done? Papa Alioune Ndiaye had 
an answer. “A strict line of conduct must be adopted so 
as to make growth one aspect of adjustment, as has been 
done in Ghana, where the model inspires confidence in 
lenders.” An admirer of the example set by Ghana, Mr. 
Ndiaye suggests a similar plan, but not without touching 
on a problem—a delicate one, in fact—to wit, the flight 
of capital that is dangerously threatening domestic sav- 
ings. While it is true that in the discussion that occurred 
in connection with the lecturer's address, a number of 
cadres and industrialists repeatedly spoke to urge “the 
indispensable recovery” of the capital that has left the 
country. In the opinion of a number of them, this is not 
the time for invective, much less accusations, but rather 
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wisdom, indeed flexibility, with a view to persuading 
those who have this money that the well-being of the 
country depends on its repatriation. 


Others, on the contrary, without minimizing the effect of 
the flight of capital, instead stress the shortcomings in 
the program and hold the government responsible for 
setting up budget balance as a mathematical dogma. Is it 
possible to make adjustments that mean stripping indi- 
viduals of their means of self-realization? This was the 
question asked by a university professor. Mamadou 
Puritain Fall, the secretary general of the UDS/R [Sene- 
galese Democratic Union-Renovation], raised another 
point, saying that “exclusion of the true producers can- 
cels Out any positive result of the adjustment.” “If 
democracy means development,” another protested, 
“then the first function of adjustment would be to 
develop popular support.”’ This, however, presumes an 
explanation, and thus information, of which there is 
none—a reflection of the lack of communication 
between the government and the citizens. 


In the opinion of Amadou Moctar Sow, president of the 
CNP [National Employers Council], Senegal has two 
advantages—its geographic location and the value of its 
people. These are two qualities that, if properly com- 
bined, could serve to trigger a resumption of invest- 
ments. However, the president of the CNP notes that 
confidence is the main motive force for an upsurge, and 
he insists more particularly on the development of labor 
as the repository of freedom. And this, moreover, led 
attorney Jacques Baudin to wonder to what extent our 
liberty can be exercised within the framework of our 
indebted country. It was without a doubt Moustapha 
Kasse who raised the basic issue. ““Why have the invest- 
ment choices in Africa been irrelevant?” This is a 
question that, unfortunately, went without an answer, 
despite the ideas put forth by the various p> ticipants in 
the dinner discussion meeting. 


Nonetheless, there are some indices of the lack of suc- 
cess—visual piloting where economic policies are con- 
cern 2d, the depreciation of local raw materials, confisca- 
tion of the wealth of the country by the elite, and a lack 
of discernment in the industrialization strategy. To this 
is added the initial choice to promote the costly devel- 
opment of heavy indu_iry to the detriment of projects of 
moderate dimensions, which will lead to growth. These 
errors disrupted the social fabric, first of all, and caused 
complete dislocation of the functioning of society. The 
result was that the deepening of the crisis aggravated the 
sense of unease and forced the country to make serious 
cuts in sectors that were, nonetheless, the keys to main- 
tenance of the precarious balance. 


The Disruption 


The reduction in purchasing power that resulted consid- 
erably altered the socioeconomic landscape. The peas- 
antry is becoming impoverished, while the workers’ 
sector is polarizing toward various extreme positions 
and is seeing a decline in its audience. The middle class 
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is also vacillating, but for the elements that are its 
backbone, consumption and the lifestyle are culturally 
Western, and are unconsciously becoming, in their view, 
the tools of identification. Unfortunately, these are not 
the only misfortunes related to adjustment, because on 
another level, it is causing a split, to the extent that its 
application favors an increase in individualism, while 
paradoxically leading to the maintenance of the advan- 
tages gained. In this connection, it is to be feared that the 
adjustment is nothing but a concept in variable geom- 
etry. On the one hand, we see slave labor, and on the 
other, opulence. It is a question of embarking on a 
method of breaking away that, at the outset, incorporates 
all of the patriotic inclinations in the drafting of a 
national program of structural adjustment. 


Actions based on reason now seem to govern the steps taken 
by the public authorities. Also, in parallel fashion, the 
Opposition is modifying its position by pursuing a less 
provocative line of discourse. Has it perhaps realized that 
the motive forces of development have the advantage—a 
sign of the times—of being outside the realm of politica! 
constraints? The adjustment is gaining in weight, and the 
belief that it is inevitable is spreading. What is still needed 
is the development of spontaneous support. 


* Adjustment: Inflation, Drop in Services 


34190075B Dakar WAL FADJRI in French 
1 Dec 89 pp 15-16 


{Article by Ousseynou Gueye: “The Further It Goes, the 
Worse It Is”] 


[Text] Senegal is among the first African countries to pursue 
a policy of structural adjustment under the supervision of 
the great financial institutions. It is because the country was 
experiencing a serious economic crisis that it was necessary 
to initiate a policy of structural adjustment with the goal of 
halting recession and paving the way for the initiation of 
economic recovery. According to the plan dictated by the 
economists of the World Bank and the IMF, success would 
require a policy of rigor and austerity. The plan must be 
based on the following points: drastic budget reductions; 
promotion of export products, based on remunerative 
prices; shrinking of credit; total liberalization of imports; 
and transfer of the state companies to the private sector. 
This policy was supported by the new farm and industrial 
policies, which were supposed to allow our industry to move 
forward and tecome competitive and to permit the devel- 
opment of agriculture, aa well as creating the conditions for 
self-sufficiency in food. When it com2s to assessing the 
situation, the picture is not at all rosy. Far from it, in fact. 


The decline in the income of the rural sector has gone 
beyond the warning level. It is now near 40 percent. The 
average annual income of the peasant comes to some- 
thing like 50,000 francs, while production oriented 
toward export crops is threatening the food self- 
sufficiency policy. Senegal’s dependence on foreign 
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sources for food is steadily increasing. In the industrial 
sector, Our enterprises have not yet reached a competi- 
tive level. Because of the liberalization and the restric- 
tions On credit, a number of them have closed up shop, 
while others’ determination has flagged. Senegal has thus 
seen a fiscal reduction of 30 billion. This is a loss of 
income for which it is hard to compensate, at a time 
when money is cruelly lacking. To correct this imbal- 
ance, the state has increased taxes and customs duties in 
order to fill the coffers again. But in the long run, this will 
be reflected in a resumption of inflation, which is already 
very high, while wages have remained frozen at the 
insistence of the World Bank. 


The consequence of this policy, as it has been imple- 
mented, has been a substantial decline in the levels of 
school enrollment, health care, and vocational training, 
to the point that the World Bank is worried about it, and 
through the intermediary of Mr. Gilette, the World Bank 
director for the countries of the Sahel, has even given the 
government a flat grade of zero for failure to take the 
poor into account in the social dimensions of the adjust- 
ment campaign. They are members of ihe most neglected 
social strata, which have been affected more than any 
other groups by the repercussions of the structural 
adjustment policy. 


Serious Cuts 


All of this shows that the concerns that underlay the 
drafting of a structural adjustment policy still obtain. 
Except for the stabilization of public finances (at the cost 
of what sacrifice!), everything will have to be redone on 
the basis of the new recovery plan drafted by the World 
Bank. The Senegalese Government is negotiating with 
that bank, moreover, and the results will be known at the 
beginning of December when the talks have ended. 


However, a certain number of questions continue to 
exist, with the spectacular turnabout by the financial 
institution in relation to the policy that it has urged 
previously. For example, the health and education bud- 
gets will be doubled, if one is to believe in the formula 
established by the financial bodies. But when we see that 
the World Bank is at the same time recommending a 
general budget reduction, one cannot help but contem- 
plate the gymnastics in which the government will have 
to engage in order to honor its commitments in this 
sector. Unless the World Bank determines (and this is 
the most frequent hypothesis considered) that the lifes- 
tyle of the state must be reduced by harsh cuts in the 
budgets for the office of the presidency, the National 
Assembly, and the ministerial portfolios. 


It is in the realm of agriculture that the task will be most 
difficult. For how can production be increased by a 
minimum of four percent when this sector is suffering 
from serious disaffection? The World Bank recom- 
mended the dismantling of the staffing companies, in 
order to make the peasants directly responsible. To this 
is added the fact that the credit policy was discontinued. 
From now on, the peasant must pay cash for everything, 
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including fertilizers and seeds. Now, the poor peasants, 
who do not even have enough to eat, cannot under any 
circumstances afford to buy agricultural supplies. Unless 
what is wanted is to promote the emergence of large farm 
exploitation units. 


As a palliative, the National Farm Credit Fund (CNCA) 
has been established. It approves credit o1 the basis of 
individual or collective guarantees and a personal con- 
tribution adapted to the nature of the credit requested. 
Here too, the rich have an enormous advantage at the 
outset. In other words, the agricultural sector is not yet 
ready to become “the motive force of the Senegalese 
economy.” Particularly in view of the fact that the 
Ziguinchor region, which could be the grain basket of 
Senegal, is in the grip of salinization of the soil, and the 
drought is making rapid headway there. Even for rice, 
this region is no longer self-sufficient, while the large 
dams are behind schedule because of the Senegalese- 
Mauritanian conflict. An injection of substantial sums 
would be necessary to develop mechanized agriculture 
with sizable yields per hectare, and prices serving as 
production incentives would have to be provided, 
without taking market fluctuations into account. 


In the industrial sector, the new steps taken in the 
direction of labor flexibility are seen by the World Bank 
as Signs pointing to recovery. But this may not come 
about, because the people, impoverished by deflation, 
will no longer have anything with which to pay for 
certain products. And the resumption of consumption 
requires the welfare of the people. Here it must be added 
that the small and average businesses that, because of 
their light structure, should be the spearhead in our 
industrialization, are having operational difficulties 
because of the shrinkage of credit. 


Thus numerous clouds hover on the horizon for the 
adjustment policy. It remains to be seen if in negotia- 
tions with the World Bank, our cadres will be able to 
make their voices heard. Those who are experiencing the 
daily reality of the Senegalese people are in the best 
position to set forth the concerns of the moment. For 
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indeed, what reservations might we not have about an 
institution that, after launching adjustment policies with 
great publicity fanfare, turns completely around and 
admits that the wrong remedy was chosen? 


* Algerian Gift of Food, Medicine for Refugees 


34190075C Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
19 Jan 90 p 3 


[Text] A substantial lot of 14 tons of foodstuffs has been 
off... 4d to Senegal by the Algerian ambassador, Mr. 
Youcef Kraiba. This gift includes 170 sacks of rice, 112 
cartons of milk, 124 cartons of cakes, 150 boxes of 
medicines, and 40 bundles of *!ankets. 


According to Lieutenant Colonel Mody Ahmadi Diallo, 
who heads the Commissariat for Displaced Persons, this 
gift will go directly to the individuals who were deported 
and who have food and health needs. 


In the opinion of the Algerian ambassador, this human- 
itarian aid, which has just been offered to the Senegalese 
authorities is a gesture that is not surprising, when one 
remembers the relations linking Senegal and Algeria. It is 
a gesture of friendship that is designed to set an example 
and to strengthen the excellent relations between the two 
countries, which have sincere respect for each other. 


Lt. Col. Diallo, for his part, noted the important aspect 
of this gift. “It is a humanitarian act that is of very 
special interest to Senegal. This contribution bears fur- 
ther witness to the unbreakable link between the two 
countries, a relationship based on peace and justice.” 


In the view of Mr. Cire Thiam, president of the associ- 
ation for the strengthening of the friendship between 
Senegal and Algeria, “this cooperation is exemplary and 
continuing. In fact, the relations between Senegal and 
Algeria have experienced a ‘boom’ since the inaugura- 
tion of President Abdou Diouf in 1981. This cooperation 
is being pursued in all sectors of the Senegalese econ- 
omy—roads, education, housing, and landing strips. 
Thus, this is cooperation that takes many forms.” 
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